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Introduction

This book shares the storgf my ancestors whanoved to andlived in Watertown and
Milwaukee inWisconsin, USA. started my journey as | was intrigueg towhy my3rdGreat
Aunt, Mary Anne Hassettyould leave her homea small rural farm in Knockanean near
Ennis, County Clardrelandand make the long arduous journey to Ameraxad why did she
end up in Watertown, Wisconsin

Through this research, following the tracks left by the six main characters who span three
generations of my ancestry, | hope to be able to shed some light on their personal histories:

1 First Generation
My 39 GreatAunt, = Mary Anne Hassett (1826 to 1899) lefa small rural farm in
County Clare for the US and found herself in Watertown, Wisconsin. She married
- Thomas Sullivan(abt 1816 to 1882)

AEA PAOAT OO0 T £ #AOOT 11 [/ @y Kendedylartivedit ET 1 AO
Watertown, Wisconsin from Ireland between 1854 and 1857.

1 Second Generation
My 2"d Great Aunt® Mary Hassett(1860 to 1925) who left County Clare for the
US tofirst join her Aunt in New York and then journeyed to Watertown, Wisaons

to join her Aunt Mary Anne Hassehe married # AOOT 1 1 (1883%d T 1 AT |
1932)in Watertown in 1895.

9 Third Generation
My Grand Unclé William Frederick Hassett(1899 to 1961) who left County
#1 AOA £ O OEA 53 O k¢ Habett b atertowd] O - AOU /
7EOAIT 1T OET 8 (A OOAUAA A OET OO0 xEEI A AT A
ended up working in Minnesota where he met and married Marie Hugh&830
(1893 to 1956).

My 2 Cousin 1 x removel Mary Matilda Foley(1893 to 1976yho moved to
Watertown, Wisconsin from Bergen, New Jersey to look after her R&uMary
Hassett/ 6 $1 1.7 A1 1
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Overview
Family Treez 3 Generations

e 4

~
Johanna Burns Patrick Hassett

1807 1807- 1883

g
Mary Kennedy Thomas Mary Collins Patrick Hassett Mary Anne Thomas

1816 - 1890 O'Donnell 1825 - 1902 1825 - Hassett Sullivan

1813- 1883 | 1826 - 1899 1816 - 1882

Carroll Mary Hassett — Elizabeth Anne Thomas Henry Catherine John Henry
- Smith (Katie) Hassett Fole
Thomas 1860 - 1925 Hassett y
O'Donnell 1866 - 1953 1861 - 1929 1867 - 1947 1872 - 1948
1853 - 1932

Marie Rose William Mary Matilda
Hughes Frederick o Foley

1893 - 1956 Hassett 1893 - 1976

1899 - 1961




Timeline of the Hassett Family in Wéertown, Wisconsin
s 11 OA 161 ARO AA&EI OA AARE AOAT O EO Ai EcCiI AA O OPAOOGIT &6 106i ARO ET OEEO Al E

Hassett Family, Watertown, Wisconsin

1. March 1826 Mary Hassett (Sullivan) born to

_ Patrick Hassett and Johanna Bums in Co. Clare - 2. Thomas Sullivan dies in Watertown,
Ireland Wisconsin
= 2. Thomas Sullivan buys land in Watertown 6. March 1833 Mary M Foley born to Katie

Hassett and Patrick Foley in New Jersey

_ 1. abt 1855 Mary Hassett (Sullivan) arrives in

Watertown, Wisconsin = 2. 1899 Mary Hassett Sullivan dies in Watertown

_ 5. September 1916 William F Hassett arrives in
the USA

=8, July 1932 Carroll O'Donnell dies

1830 1850 1870 1890 1910 1930

_ 4. 1899 Mary Hassett 0'Donnell inherits farm
from Mary Hassett Sullivan

4, May 1860 Mary Hassett (0'Donnell) bom to 6. 1020-1925 Mary M Foley moves to
= Patrick Hassett and Mary Collins in Co. Clare, 3 & 4, 1898 Joseph O'Donnel son of Mary and =+ Watertown to look after Aunt Mary Hassett
Ireland = (Carroll 0'Donnell born 8 March and dies 20 July ODonnel
1898

_3.1857 0'Donnel family travel from Ireland to
Watertown, Wisconsin _ 3 &4 November 1895 Mary Hassett O'Donnell

and Carroll 0'Donnell marry in Watertown

3. November 1853 Carrall O'Donnell born to 5. September 1889 William F Hassett born to
= Thomas O'Donnell and Mary Kennedy in = Thomas Hassett and Elizabeth Anne Smith in
Lahinch, Co. Clare, Ireland Co. Clare, Ireland

4. April 1925 Mary Hassett O'Donnell dies in
Watertown, Wisconsin



Family History Generation 1

- Mary Anne Hassett (Sullivan)

Mary Anne Hassett, (1826 to 1899 my starting ancestor in this storyShe was born on a small
rural tenant farm irrural Irelandand leftirelandseeking,l can onlyassume a better lifein America

Mary Anne Hassett, daughter of Patrick Hassett and Johanna Burns was bot826 in Co. Clare

Timeline of key events:

Birth: March1826 in Co. Clare, Ireland

Baptism: 30 March 1826, Doora Parish, County Clare

1860Census: Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin, Unit8tates

1870Census  Watertown Ward 4, Jeéfrson, Wisconsin, United States
Occupation: Keeping house

1880 Census Montgomery Street, Watertown, Jefferson, Wisconsin, United States
United States; 4th Ward
Occupation: Keeping house

1885 Census: Watertown, Jefferson, Wisconsin, United States
Living on own

Death: 26 Sep 1899 in Jefferson, Wisconsin, USA

According tofamily memoirsof Kathleen Hassett
04 EA O E Anbekigssejt)-aldovent to America, and must have been quite adventurous, as
she became the owner of a farm at Watertown, Wisconsin. She became a widow, and, in due
course offered her niece and namesake Mary Hassett, a home with her. Mary joined her Aunt.
Mrs Mary Sullivan in Watertown and later inherited the property. Ma@yEh&rA # AOOT 1 1
and they had one son, who died about 1904. Mary fell and broke her leg which caused her deatt
in 1938. Carroll died in 1988 0

In some research records Mary, Ann or Anne are noted as her first name. | am convinced they are all
the same personAt her birth she was baptised Mary and seems to have used Ann/Anne when in

' i AOEAAS (AO 1T OEAOBO TAI A xAO *TEATTA AT A O
isalsolikely at the time that she was not literate and so it wasta others to record her name.

Mary Anne Hassett was born in 1826 on a small rural farm in the parish of Doora, County Clare.
County Clare is North West of the River Shann&@he was one of four known children to Patrick
Hassett (1807 to 1883) anchdmna Burns (dates unknown). More details of her family ancestry can
be found in Appendix 1.

1 Throughout this research | reference the family memoirs of my Grand Aunt, Kathleen H§588 to 1985)
xEl xOT OA 16060 EAO ZAIEI U T AITEOOS 4EEO AT TE DOT OEAZ

TheHassett Fanly, Watertown and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 3 Generations
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As the record below showsgary Hassett was baptised in Doora Pafish 30 March 1826nd her
Godparents were Patricdassett and Susan Halloran.

With the exception of the parish register for her birth there are no known records covering her life in
Ireland. | know that the family were tenant farmers on a small holding. Times would have been
extremely tough.

Poverty in Clare in 1835 is vividly portrayiedd 01 O kfordU OEA &A1 ET ARhThe 1 OT O
information on which it is based has been extracted from one of the reports of the Royal Commission
of Inquiry into the Conditions of the Poorer Classes in Ireland which was set up in 1833.

(O'he comiry into effect of the New English Poor Law in 1834 increased the pressure for a
solution to combat the problem of poverty in Ireland as huge numbers of Irish flooded into

English cities. It was estimated that up to 10,000 such Irish were surviving thragging in

the city of Liverpool alone. This is hardly surprising, considering that the Commissioners
estimated that due to the enormous destitution in Ireland, in excess of 2,000,000 people would
need accommodation if the workhouse system were to be addgtelrelandd

The population of Clare doubled in the fifty years before @reat amine (1845 to 1852)The great
challenge of that time was the provision of food and work for such a teeming population.

2 National Library of Ireland (2018jatholic Parish Registerfyailable athttp://www.nli.ie/en/parish
register.aspxAccessed: 14 March 2013).

3 Maureen Comber (ed.) (199Bpverty before the Famine, County Clare, 188RASP Press.

4 Clare County LibraryClare Local Studies Project CLAS®ailable athttp://bit.ly/Clare1835Accessed: 11 April
2015).

TheHassett Fany, Watertown and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 3 Generations
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The 1841 Census sho®@% of all farmsn Couny Clarewere between one and fifteen acres in size,
and even with the most intense cultivation could hardly be expected to employ more than a family
or two throughout the yeaP. The effects of theGreatFamine and subsequent emigration are clearly
seen n the population figures. In 1841, before the onset of the Famine, the caafn@larehad a
population of 286,000. Ten years later, after the Famine, this had dropped by 74,000, to 2%£2,000.

Picture of house in préamine Clare from Clare Library website

| do not know if the famine was the impetdigr her departure or if lse left Ireland in the years
preceding. Mary AnneHassettmost likely spoke Irisas her mother tongu@and was probably not
able to reador write.

The journey to the US fronreland lasted between 4 to 6 weeks. According to Dunbrody Famine
Ship and Irish Emigrant experieftceDOEA 1| O1 AT OEA AOI OOET ¢ xAO A
desperate, enough to attempt it. Packed cheek by jowl below decks, the steeragesdsarssig saw

the light of day. Allowed up on deck for no more than one hour a day, in small groups, they would gathel
around open stoves to cook. When their time was up, it was back down into the dark, dank hold. During
the regular storms the hatches wdrattened down, and the passengers would subsist ortdukrd
biscuits. Hygiene was notoriously poor aboard most ships. With nothing more than buckets for toilets,
and only seavater to wash with, disease was rampant. Cholera and Typhus accounteddat a g
many deaths. Those who died were buried at sea. With death rates commonly reaching 20%, and horro
001 OEAO T £ Yom AUET Ch OEAOA OAOOAI O O1Ti11T AAAS
these terrible conditions, Irish emigrants arriveldarth America. Many were filthy, penniless, and

I £#0AT EI1 1 EOAOAOAN 1T AEET ¢ OEAEO OOAOANOAT &6 OOA

5 Clare County LibraryRre-famine Clare- Society in Crisis by Flan Enrigltyailable athttp://bit.ly/ClareHouse

(Accessed: 11 April 2015).

Irish Times (2014jish Times Ancestordvailable athttp://bit.ly/1gGeXvM(Accessed: 22 March 2014).

7 Clare County LibranRre-famine Clare Society in Crisis by Flan Enriglityailable athttp://bit.ly/ClareHouse
(Accessed: 11 April 2015).

8 Dunbrody Famine&hip and Irish Emigrant Experience (20Thg Voyage, On board the Dunbrody Famine Ship,
Available athttp://bit.ly/1pipwKG(Accessed: 22 March 2014).

o]
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1846 Mary Anne Hassett sets sail for America
| have searched the transport records from IreldaodAmerica and believe that it is most likely that

-AOU 'TTA (AOOAOO OOAOGATTAA 11 OEA O40EAAT OB
from Cork, Ireland to BostorMassachusettsind its Captain was James Sprihg.

Extract from Ship Pagnger List showing a Mary Hassett

9 "Massachusetts, Boston Passenger Lists, 28801, "FamilySearchittp://bit.ly/laAmmOlaccessed 2013),
Image 741 of 746.

TheHassett Fany, Watertown and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 3 Generations
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At some point following hearrival in Boston Mary Anne Hassetould haveravelled to Watertown,
Wisconsin. | do not know the reason f@r choosing Watertowrbut perhaps the attraction of the
building of a newailwayor the fact that Watertown was an up and coming totmought her on the
journey of over 1100 miles from Boston to Watertown.

She would have landed in the emerging town of Watertown, Wisconstween 1846and 1860. |
cannot imagine what it mustfohave been like to have made this journey to then help a new town
develop and grow whilst facing the harshest of winters that @oening from rural Irelanaould
imagine. Shortly after her arrival she would have witnessed the American Civil War (188a5{o 1

and then within 20 years she was surrounded by German speakers as a result of the mass exodus
from the FrancePrussian war (also known as the Frait@erman war). | can see the German
influence from publicationscensus records and resources/détertown during this period.

| know from the Census records that by 1860 Mary Anne Hassett has married a Thomas Sullivan

who arrived inWatertown,around1851. One early stotyfound in an 1853 Watertown newspaper,

the Democratic State Register refers tar$/ISullivan.According to the US Federal Census in 1850
OEAOA xAOA 11 3011 EOCAT 60 EI 7AOAO0OI x1 8 "U XN
chance thatthis Mrs Sullivan is our Mary Anne Hassett.

Article in the Democratic State Register, Waterown on 7 February 18530

Assault with attempt to Kill.—A villian en- | D¢
tered ths house of a Mr. Sullivan living in {'S
the south part of this town on Sunday morn- | "
ing, (yesterday) and attacked the wife of |
Mr. 8. who was alone in the house. He |
tock up an axe, standing by the door, and
atruck her on the back of the head, and also | g
bruised and lacerated her arm and face ina |
horrid manner. Mrs. S, caught the fellow |th
by the hair and otherwise resisted, to  the |¢>
best of her ability. léeaving the marks of her | s¢
fingers upon the villian's face. in

Foiled in his designs, he left the house, | !
and was afterwards traced in a northerly t
a direction. The woman describes him as A
being a young man, witha drab overecatand | '
cap, with his face scratched up. Persons o
are in pursuit of the rascal, and it1s to be
hoped that he will be arrested and punished
as he deserves, The woman was alive at
the last accounts.

le

O @ T O @ MHew ™MQ

8~

a®mooe

10  Ancestry.comDemocratic State Register (Watertown, Wiscondiddtabase online]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 20086ttp://bit.ly/16knQwMaccessed 2013

TheHassett Fanly, Watertown and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 3 Generations
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- Thomas Sullivan

From census records, it is known thiEtomas Sullivanwas born around 1816 in Ireland. | have not
been able to trace any family or relatives of Thomas Sullivan. None of his US records give any
clues and due to the populayitof both his first name and lasame it is difficult with any accuracy
to trace hg family history.

Timeline of key events:

Birth: Between 1816 and 1822 Ireland

Residence: 1856 in Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin
Assessment Roll Block13 Plot 6 in Section 4

Naturalization: 04 Nov 1856 in Jefferson, Wisconsin

1860Census: Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, WisconshWalue ofReal Estate$150
Personal Estat&40 Occupation: Carpenter

1870 Census: Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin
Value ofReal Estate owned 1200esonalestate $300.

Occupation: Carpenter. US Citizen

1880Census: Montgomery Street, Watertown, Jefferson, Wisconsin, United States
4th Ward. Occupation: Carpenter

Death: 12 May 1882 in Watertown, Wisconsin

&OT 1 4ETT AGBO 1 AonekpadgeizdnBéeithbt heDakiked®id Bodton in April

1847. | have cheettthe ships that travelled during this timendit is likely thathe sailed on the

Bark Globe fronCork, Ireland and arriving in Boston, Massachusetts on 28 April 1847. The Master
of the dhip was Charles Bobald. The Passenger list shows a Thomas Sullivan, age 20, Male,
labourer!!

At some point following his arrival tBoston, Thomas Sullivan made the journey of over 1100 miles
from Boston to Watertown. From lateecords we can see that Thomas was a carpenter and his
skills would have been an asset to a developing town such as Watertown, Wisconsin.

The picture below is of Watertown Main Street in 1842. There were no brick buildings in
Watertown until 1847. Th xEZA T £ *TET 78 #11Ah 11 EAO EEOC
AATTT O AT 1 O0AuUs OEAT T ETCIAA AEAAATETCO T &£ xT A A
*TET O1T T80 2APEAOS 7EAO AT O1 A PT OOAOGO cbudi BT A
AOGAO ©®AABS8H6

11  Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild (1983rk GlobeAvailable athttp://bit.ly/1k9PnkP(Accessed: 8 June

2014).
12 W.F. Jannke Ill (1998hages of America, Watertown, Wisconsin: 18B%36 United States of America: Arcadia

Publishing.
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Picture of Main Street, Watertown, Wisconsin in 1842

In the 1840 Censw&isconsinwas called the Wisconsin Territory with 5 Townships in Jefferson
County: Aztalan; Bark River; Finch; Jefferson and Watertown.

In the 1850 Censukere were 1327 adults in Watertown comprising 669 Males, 658 Females.
There were 250 families living in 250 dwellings and 40 farms.

1851 to 1856 Naturalisation of Thomas Sullivan
AET T AO 3011 EOATB80O 1T AOOOAIT E OA Eshows hi Briveddm A OE T 1
Watertown duringaround18514following his arrival in Boston from Ireland in April 1847.

13  Wisconsin Electronic Readéfatertown, Wisconsin, 1842vailable athttp:/bit.ly/101E3H{Accessed: 11
April 2015).

14  "Wisconsin, County Naturalization Records, 18®B2." Jefferson, Declaration of intention index 184240 A
Z, Image 81. FamilySearchttp://bit.ly/HaKo8daccessed 2013
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UNITED STATES <%@®. OF AMERICA,

%ﬁra/m Ll

before the subscriber, the Clerk of the qut rt of the-United States for said county, being a Court of Record,
and made oath that he wns n m &4/1 &2)
hundred and beree &, %—‘&‘* that he emigrated
at lhe port of

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
JEFFERSON COUNTY,

on or about the year

to the United Statgs, and la Aﬂ) / on or about the month of
V%‘/ in the year elghteen hundred and /ﬂ«¢ (/W//L/

that it is bona-fide his INTENTION to become a CITIZEN OF THE UNITED SZATES, and to renounce forever all

allegiance and ﬁdellt} to nn) foreign Prince, Polenmlegw or Soverei%;mlever, and particularly to
— _ A
%é /2)’7/4 Q&uz/w /// 7 //(ﬂ// /z/‘w

whereof he is a subject.

Subscribed and sworn the j o p r _ Z % 4
day of ,2/7’ o P 1847/2 M{’W z e
Wlé%p“/émﬂ Clerk, j

Thomas Sllivan was naturalised on 4 Novemhbe856.16

1856 Assessment Roll
In 1856 Thomas can be found on tAesessment Roll Block3 Plot 6 in Section df Watertown

Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsif.

15  "Wisconsin, County Naturalization Records, 18®B2." Jefferson, Declarations of intention 1851, Image 167.
FamilySearchhttp://bit.ly/1gysifQaccessed 2013

16  "Wisconsin, County Naturalization Records, 18®B2."Jefferson, Declarations of intention 1856, Image 703.
FamilySearchhttp://bit.ly/1a4DllYaccessed 2013

17  University of WisconsiWhitewater Area Research Center
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