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Introduction  
 

This book shares the story of my ancestors who moved to and lived in Watertown and 

Milwaukee in Wisconsin, USA.  I started my journey as I was intrigued as to why my 3rd Great 

Aunt, Mary Anne Hassett, would leave her home, a small rural farm in Knockanean near 

Ennis, County Clare, Ireland and make the long arduous journey to America and why did she 

end up in Watertown, Wisconsin.   

 

Through this research, following the tracks left by the six main characters who span three 

generations of my ancestry, I hope to be able to shed some light on their personal histories: 

 

¶ First Generation 

My 3rd Great Aunt, ¬ Mary Anne Hassett (1826 to 1899) left a small rural farm in 

County Clare for the US and found herself in Watertown, Wisconsin.  She married 

­ Thomas Sullivan (abt 1816 to 1882). 

 

4ÈÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ #ÁÒÒÏÌÌ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ -ary Kennedy arrived in 

Watertown, Wisconsin from Ireland between 1854 and 1857. 

 

¶ Second Generation 

My 2nd Great Aunt, ® Mary Hassett (1860 to 1925) who left County Clare for the 

US to first join her Aunt in New York and then journeyed to Watertown, Wisconsin 

to join her Aunt Mary Anne Hassett. She married ̄  #ÁÒÒÏÌÌ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ (1853 to 

1932) in Watertown in 1895. 

 

¶ Third Generation 

My Grand Uncle ° William Frederick Hassett (1899 to 1961) who left County 

#ÌÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 53 ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÈÉÓ !ÕÎÔ -ÁÒÙ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ née Hassett in Watertown, 

7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȢ  (Å ÓÔÁÙÅÄ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ #ÁÒÒÏÌÌ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȢ  (Å ÔÈÅÎ 

ended up working in Minnesota where he met and married Marie Hughes in 1930 

(1893 to 1956).  

 

My 1st Cousin 1 x removed ± Mary Matilda Foley (1893 to 1976) who moved to 

Watertown, Wisconsin from Bergen, New Jersey to look after her Aunt ® Mary 

Hassett /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ. 
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Family History Generation 1   
¬ Mary Anne Hassett (Sullivan) 

Mary Anne Hassett, (1826 to 1899) is my starting ancestor in this story.  She was born on a small 

rural tenant farm in rural Ireland and left Ireland seeking, I can only assume, a better life in America.   

 

Mary Anne Hassett, daughter of Patrick Hassett and Johanna Burns was born in 1826 in Co. Clare.   

 

Timeline of key events: 

Birth:  March 1826 in Co. Clare, Ireland 

Baptism: 30 March 1826, Doora Parish, County Clare 

1860 Census: Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin, United States 

1870 Census: Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin, United States 

 Occupation: Keeping house 

1880 Census: Montgomery Street, Watertown, Jefferson, Wisconsin, United States 

 United States; 4th Ward 

 Occupation: Keeping house 

1885 Census: Watertown, Jefferson, Wisconsin, United States 

 Living on own 

Death: 26 Sep 1899 in Jefferson, Wisconsin, USA 

 

According to family memoirs of Kathleen Hassett1: 

 Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ ɉ-ÁÒÙ Anne Hassett) also went to America, and must have been quite adventurous, as 

she became the owner of a farm at Watertown, Wisconsin.  She became a widow, and, in due 

course offered her niece and namesake Mary Hassett, a home with her.  Mary joined her Aunt, 

Mrs Mary Sullivan in Watertown and later inherited the property.  Mary marÒÉÅÄ #ÁÒÒÏÌÌ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ 

and they had one son, who died about 1904.  Mary fell and broke her leg which caused her death 

in 1938.  Carroll died in 1937-ήȢȱ 

 

In some research records Mary, Ann or Anne are noted as her first name.  I am convinced they are all 

the same person.  At her birth she was baptised Mary and seems to have used Ann/Anne when in 

!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ  (ÅÒ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ×ÁÓ *ÏÈÁÎÎÁ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÓ !ÎÎÅȢ  It 

is also likely at the time that she was not literate and so it was up to others to record her name.   

 

Mary Anne Hassett was born in 1826 on a small rural farm in the parish of Doora, County Clare.  

County Clare is North West of the River Shannon.  She was one of four known children to Patrick 

Hassett (1807 to 1883) and Johanna Burns (dates unknown).   More details of her family ancestry can 

be found in Appendix 1.  

                                                             
1   Throughout this research I reference the family memoirs of my Grand Aunt, Kathleen Hassett (1897 to 1985) 

×ÈÏ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÏÕÔ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÅÍÏÉÒÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÂÏÏË ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÃÌÕÅÓȭ ÆÏÒ ÍÙ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȢ   
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As the record below shows Mary Hassett was baptised in Doora Parish2 on 30 March 1826 and her 

Godparents were Patrick Hassett and Susan Halloran.   

 

 
 

With the exception of the parish register for her birth there are no known records covering her life in 

Ireland.  I know that the family were tenant farmers on a small holding.   Times would have been 

extremely tough. 

 

Poverty in Clare in 1835 is vividly portrayed in Ȭ0ÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÂeforÅ ÔÈÅ &ÁÍÉÎÅȟ #ÏÕÎÔÙ #ÌÁÒÅȭ.3  The 

information on which it is based has been extracted from one of the reports of the Royal Commission 

of Inquiry into the Conditions of the Poorer Classes in Ireland which was set up in 1833.   

 

ȰThe coming into effect of the New English Poor Law in 1834 increased the pressure for a 

solution to combat the problem of poverty in Ireland as huge numbers of Irish flooded into 

English cities. It was estimated that up to 10,000 such Irish were surviving through begging in 

the city of Liverpool alone. This is hardly surprising, considering that the Commissioners 

estimated that due to the enormous destitution in Ireland, in excess of 2,000,000 people would 

need accommodation if the workhouse system were to be adopted in Ireland.ȱ4 

 

The population of Clare doubled in the fifty years before the Great Famine (1845 to 1852).  The great 

challenge of that time was the provision of food and work for such a teeming population.   

                                                             
2  National Library of Ireland (2013) Catholic Parish Registers, Available at: http://www.nli.ie/en/parish-

register.aspx (Accessed: 14 March 2013). 
3   Maureen Comber (ed.) (1996) Poverty before the Famine, County Clare, 1835, CLASP Press. 
4   Clare County Library, Clare Local Studies Project CLASP, Available at: http://bit.ly/Clare1835 (Accessed: 11 April 

2015). 
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The 1841 Census shows 80% of all farms in County Clare were between one and fifteen acres in size, 

and even with the most intense cultivation could hardly be expected to employ more than a family 

or two throughout the year.5  The effects of the Great Famine and subsequent emigration are clearly 

seen in the population figures. In 1841, before the onset of the Famine, the county of Clare had a 

population of 286,000. Ten years later, after the Famine, this had dropped by 74,000, to 212,000.6 

 

Picture of house in pre-famine Clare from Clare Library website 7   

 

 
 

I do not know if the famine was the impetus for her departure or if she left Ireland in the years 

preceding.   Mary Anne Hassett most likely spoke Irish as her mother tongue and was probably not 

able to read or write.   

 

The journey to the US from Ireland lasted between 4 to 6 weeks.  According to Dunbrody Famine 

Ship and Irish Emigrant experience8: ȰÔÈÅ !ÔÌÁÎÔÉÃ ÃÒÏÓÓÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ Á ÔÅÒÒÉÂÌÅ ÔÒÉÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÂÒÁÖÅȟ ÏÒ 

desperate, enough to attempt it. Packed cheek by jowl below decks, the steerage passengers barely saw 

the light of day. Allowed up on deck for no more than one hour a day, in small groups, they would gather 

around open stoves to cook. When their time was up, it was back down into the dark, dank hold. During 

the regular storms the hatches were battened down, and the passengers would subsist on hard-tack 

biscuits.  Hygiene was notoriously poor aboard most ships. With nothing more than buckets for toilets, 

and only sea-water to wash with, disease was rampant. Cholera and Typhus accounted for a great 

many deaths. Those who died were buried at sea. With death rates commonly reaching 20%, and horror 

ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ΫΦϻ ÄÙÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÖÅÓÓÅÌÓ ÓÏÏÎ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȭ#ÏÆÆÉÎ 3ÈÉÐÓȭȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ ×ÅÅËÓ ÃÏÏÐÅÄ ÕÐ ÉÎ 

these terrible conditions, Irish emigrants arrived in North America. Many were filthy, penniless, and 

ÏÆÔÅÎ ÉÌÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÅȠ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÍÁÒËÁÂÌÅȢȱ  

                                                             
5    Clare County Library, Pre-famine Clare - Society in Crisis by Flan Enright, Available at: http://bit.ly/ClareHouse 

(Accessed: 11 April 2015).  
6  Irish Times (2014) Irish Times Ancestors, Available at: http://bit.ly/1gGeXvM (Accessed: 22 March 2014). 
7   Clare County Library, Pre-famine Clare - Society in Crisis by Flan Enright, Available at: http://bit.ly/ClareHouse 

(Accessed: 11 April 2015). 
8   Dunbrody Famine Ship and Irish Emigrant Experience (2014) The Voyage, On board the Dunbrody Famine Ship, 

Available at: http://bit.ly/1pipwKG (Accessed: 22 March 2014). 

http://bit.ly/ClareHouse
http://bit.ly/1gGeXvM
http://bit.ly/ClareHouse
http://bit.ly/1pipwKG
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1846 Mary Anne Hassett sets sail for America 

I have searched the transport records from Ireland to America and believe that it is most likely that 

-ÁÒÙ !ÎÎÅ (ÁÓÓÅÔÔ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȭ4ÒÉÄÅÎÔȭ ÆÒÏÍ #ÏÒË ÔÏ "ÏÓÔÏÎȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÓÈÉÐ ÓÁÉÌÅÄ ÏÎ Ψί -ÁÙ ΧήΪά 

from Cork, Ireland to Boston, Massachusetts and its Captain was James Spring.9    

 

Extract from Ship Passenger List showing a Mary Hassett 

 

 
 

                                                             
9    "Massachusetts, Boston Passenger Lists, 1820-1891," FamilySearch (http://bit.ly/1aAmm0I accessed 2013), 

Image 741 of 746. 

http://bit.ly/1aAmm0I


 

The Hassett Family, Watertown and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 3 Generations 
Page 13 

 

At some point following her arrival in Boston Mary Anne Hassett would have travelled to Watertown, 

Wisconsin.  I do not know the reason for her choosing Watertown but perhaps the attraction of the 

building of a new railway or the fact that Watertown was an up and coming town brought her on the 

journey of over 1100 miles from Boston to Watertown. 

 

She would have landed in the emerging town of Watertown, Wisconsin between 1846 and 1860.  I 

cannot imagine what it must of have been like to have made this journey to then help a new town 

develop and grow whilst facing the harshest of winters that one coming from rural Ireland could 

imagine. Shortly after her arrival she would have witnessed the American Civil War (1861 to 1865) 

and then within 20 years she was surrounded by German speakers as a result of the mass exodus 

from the Franco-Prussian war (also known as the Franco-German war).  I can see the German 

influence from publications, census records and resources of Watertown during this period.   

 

I know from the Census records that by 1860 Mary Anne Hassett has married a Thomas Sullivan 

who arrived in Watertown, around 1851.  One early story I found in an 1853 Watertown newspaper, 

the Democratic State Register refers to Mrs Sullivan.  According to the US Federal Census in 1850 

ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȭÓ ÉÎ 7ÁÔÅÒÔÏ×ÎȢ  "Ù ΧήάΦ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ Ϊ -ÒÓ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á 

chance that this Mrs Sullivan is our Mary Anne Hassett. 

 

Article in the Democratic State Register, Watertown on 7 February 1853 10 

 

 

                                                             
10   Ancestry.com. Democratic State Register (Watertown, Wisconsin) [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 

Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006. http://bit.ly/16knQwM accessed 2013 

http://bit.ly/16knQwM
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­ Thomas Sullivan 

From census records, it is known that Thomas Sullivan was born around 1816 in Ireland.  I have not 

been able to trace any family or relatives of Thomas Sullivan.  None of his US records give any 

clues and due to the popularity of both his first name and last name it is difficult with any accuracy 

to trace his family history. 

 

Timeline of key events: 

Birth:  Between 1816 and 1822 in Ireland 

Residence:  1856 in Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin 

  Assessment Roll Block13 Plot 6 in Section 4 

Naturalization: 04 Nov 1856 in Jefferson, Wisconsin 

1860 Census: Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin. Value of Real Estate: $150 

 Personal Estate $40 Occupation: Carpenter 

1870 Census: Watertown Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin 

 Value of Real Estate owned 1200, Personal estate $300.  

Occupation:  Carpenter. US Citizen 

1880 Census: Montgomery Street, Watertown, Jefferson, Wisconsin, United States  

 4th Ward. Occupation: Carpenter 

Death: 12 May 1882 in Watertown, Wisconsin 

 

&ÒÏÍ 4ÈÏÍÁÓȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÓÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔ, on next page, I can see that he arrived in Boston in April 

1847.   I have checked the ships that travelled during this time and it is likely that he sailed on the 

Bark Globe from Cork, Ireland and arriving in Boston, Massachusetts on 28 April 1847.  The Master 

of the ship was Charles Theobald.  The Passenger list shows a Thomas Sullivan, age 20, Male, 

labourer.11  

 

At some point following his arrival to Boston, Thomas Sullivan made the journey of over 1100 miles 

from Boston to Watertown.  From later records we can see that Thomas was a carpenter and his 

skills would have been an asset to a developing town such as Watertown, Wisconsin.   

 

The picture below is of Watertown Main Street in 1842.  There were no brick buildings in 

Watertown until 1847.  ThÅ ×ÉÆÅ ÏÆ *ÏÈÎ 7Ȣ #ÏÌÅȟ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 7ÁÔÅÒÔÏ×Îȟ ÒÅÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȱ) 

ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÖÅÙȣ ÔÈÅÎ ÍÉÎÇÌÅÄ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ×ÏÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÇÕÓÔ ) ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÁÔ ÍÙ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 

*ÏÈÎÓÏÎȭÓ 2ÁÐÉÄÓȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ) could 

ÅÖÅÒ ÓÅÅȣȢȱ12  

 

                                                             
11   Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild (1999) Bark Globe, Available at: http://bit.ly/1k9PnkP (Accessed: 8 June 

2014). 
12  W.F. Jannke III (1996) Images of America, Watertown, Wisconsin: 1836-1936, United States of America: Arcadia 

Publishing. 

http://bit.ly/1k9PnkP
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Picture of Main Street, Watertown, Wisconsin in 184213  

 

 
 

In the 1840 Census Wisconsin was called the Wisconsin Territory with 5 Townships in Jefferson 

County: Aztalan; Bark River; Finch; Jefferson and Watertown.   

 

In the 1850 Census there were 1327 adults in Watertown comprising 669 Males, 658 Females.   

There were 250 families living in 250 dwellings and 40 farms.  

 

 

1851 to 1856 Naturalisation of Thomas Sullivan  

4ÈÏÍÁÓ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÓÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÅÃÌÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ 2ÅÇÉÓter shows he arrived in 

Watertown during around 185114 following his arrival in Boston from Ireland in April 1847.    

 

  

                                                             
13   Wisconsin Electronic Reader, Watertown, Wisconsin, 1842, Available at: http://bit.ly/1O1E3H7 (Accessed: 11 

April 2015). 

14   "Wisconsin, County Naturalization Records, 1807-1992." Jefferson, Declaration of intention index 1842-1940 A-
Z, Image 81. FamilySearch. http://bit.ly/HaKo8d accessed 2013 

http://bit.ly/1O1E3H7
http://bit.ly/HaKo8d
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4ÈÏÍÁÓ 3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎȭÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÈÉÓ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÓÁÔÉÏÎ on 3 May 1851.15 

 

 
 

Thomas Sullivan was naturalised on 4 November 1856. 16 

 

 
 

1856 Assessment Roll  

In 1856 Thomas can be found on the Assessment Roll Block 13 Plot 6 in Section 4 of Watertown 

Ward 4, Jefferson, Wisconsin.17 

                                                             
15   "Wisconsin, County Naturalization Records, 1807-1992." Jefferson, Declarations of intention 1851, Image 167. 

FamilySearch. http://bit.ly/1gysifQ accessed 2013 

16   "Wisconsin, County Naturalization Records, 1807-1992." Jefferson, Declarations of intention 1856, Image 703. 
FamilySearch. http://bit.ly/1a4DIlY accessed 2013 

17  University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Area Research Center 

http://bit.ly/1gysifQ
http://bit.ly/1a4DIlY







































































































































