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Introduction and acknowledgements 
 

This booklet shares the story, as can be traced through available records, of Edward Smith my 
1st Cousin 2x removed.  My Great Grandmother, Elizabeth Anne Smith was his Aunt.  In 1890, 
at age 16, her sister Caroline Augusta Smith had young Edward.  We have never been able to 
trace details of his father or the circumstances surrounding his birth in Bath, Somerset. 
 
Edward Smith was raised and cared by his Grandmother Susan Smith née Hopkins-Hemming 
and his Aunt Florence Matilda Smith.  He served in the Great War (WW1) with the 
Coldstream Guards and then the Machine Gun Guards.  In 1918 he married Eleanor Beatrice 
Issacs and in 1920 their child Olive M Smith was born.  After the War, Edward was a Police 
Constable in the Bath City Constabulary. 
 
In this document I have tried to collect all the information I can find about Edward Smith.  
 
There are a number of people without whom this story might not have been written, and to 
whom I am greatly indebted.   
 
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to my cousin Margaret Donohue and my 
husband Michael van Turnhout for their patient guidance, enthusiastic encouragement and 
useful critiques of this research.   
 
I would like to thank my Grand Aunt, Kathleen Hassett (born 1897, died 1985) for so 
meticulously and lovingly writing out the family history.  These memoirs were the impetus 
and starting point for my research.  
 
I would like to share my appreciation to all who have helped me on this journey to find out 
more about Edward Smith.  Of particular note is Captain Billy Matthews, Coldsteam Guards; 
to genealogist-researcher Sarah Minney who undertook research for me at the National 
Archives; to Frances Daniels, Branchlines who undertook research in Bath; and to the 
Ancestry and the British Newspaper Archive for their wealth of resources.  
 
Last but not least, I wish to thank my parents, Jenny and Michael Hassett, who started me out 
on this journey. 
 
I am open and interested to receive any further information or guidance. 

 

Jillian van Turnhout  
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Key dates 
Birth:  21 Apr 1890 in Bath, Somerset, England; lived with Grandmother Susan 

Smith nee Hopkins Hemming 
 
Residence: 1891 in 2 Frankley Buildings, Walcot, Somerset, England; Nurse Child - was 

one of three children been nursed by Mary A Humphries 
 
Census:  1901 in 58 Hungerford Road, Weston, Weston, Somerset, England 
 Census date: 02 April 
 
Census:  1911 in 58 Hungerford Road, Lower Weston, Bath, Somerset; Living with his 

Aunt and Grandmother. Occupation: Compositor, Printer  
 
Military Service:  Bet. 1912ɀ1919; Medal Roll: British War Medal, Victory Medal, 1914 Star 

Medal 
 
Military Service:  Before Aug 1914ɀ26 May 1917 in Windsor, Berkshire, England; Coldstream 

Guards , Soldier number 9517, Rank Private 
 
Military Service:  Bet. 26 May 1917ɀ1919; Machine Gun Guards , Soldier number 1495, Rank: 

Private 
 
Occupation: Feb 1918 in Bath, Somerset, England; Lance Corporal , M.G.G (on marriage 

certificate) 
 
Occupation: 1920 in Bath, Somerset, England; Police Constable  (Occupation when 

daughter Olive born) 
 
Address: 26 Jul 1920 in 3 Edward Street, Lower Weston, Bath, Somerset, England; at 

birth of daughter Olive  
 
Residence:  1932 in St. Johns Road, Lower Weston, Bath, BA1, England 
 
Occupation: 1938 in Bath Walcot, Somerset, England; Police: Aunt Ethel met him in Bath 

and he was in the police. 
 
Address: 13 Oct 1966 in 57 St John's Rd Bath, Bath and North East Somerset BA1 

3BW, UK; address at time of death 
 
Death: 13 Oct 1966 in St Martins Hospital, Midford Road, Bath, Somerset BA2 5RP, 

United Kingdom; Died of Broncho pneumonia and Heart failure 
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1890, Edward Smith, Birth Certificate  

Born on 21 April 1890, Residence of informant: 15 Lambridge Place, Bath BA1, England
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1911, 2 April, Census of Edward Smith 

Edward was living with his Grandmother Susan Smith and his Aunt Florence Matilda Smith (aka Tilly) 

at 58 Hungerford Road, Lower Weston, Bath, Somerset.   

He was employed as a #ÏÍÐÏÓÉÔÏÒ ÉÎ Á 0ÒÉÎÔÅÒÓȢ  2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȭ#ÏÍÐÏÓÉÔÏÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÈÉÇÈÌÙ 

paid members of the trade, having great spelling skills and were often expected to correct authors' 

punctuation although that later became the task of proof readers. Often knowÎ ÁÓ Á ÔÙÐÅÓÅÔÔÅÒȢȭ 
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1911, 2 April, Census of Eleanor Isaacs 

3 Edward Street, Lower Weston, Bath, Somerset, England 

 
















































