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Welcome 

 
to this special of the Genealogy.ie Magazine. It is 
not a ‘normal’ genealogy magazine, like the ones 
that you can buy in the newsagent. This magazine 
is published by Genealogy.ie, Ireland’s 
Genealogy and Local History Specialists.  

First of all, it is completely free. So, feel free to 
share it with your friends, family, fellow family 
history buffs, your local history society, etc. 

We intended to publish only 2 editions per year. 
However, we have been getting a lot of enquiries 
from people who wondered if they had Irish 
ancestors who would make it possible to obtain 
Irish Citizenship  

So, we decided to bring out the extra edition, 
focusing on just this topic  

And a big ‘Thank You’ to Debra, for the nice 
feedback, which you can read in the next column. 

Regards 

Michael van Turnhout 
PS: if you are interested in our Genealogy and 
Local History titbits, please follow us on Facebook 
and/or Twitter and you will get all of them.   

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Web: www.genealogy.ie 

Facebook: @genealogy.ie 
Twitter: @Genealogydotie  

 
Email: info@genealogy.ie 
Phone: +353 1 2069981 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

About us: we have over 10 years’ experience in 
tracing Irish family histories and in Irish local 
history research. We are therefore expertly placed 
to help you with your Irish family history search. 
Thanks to our ready access to local sources we 
can search Irish ancestry throughout Ireland and 
are often able to uncover family members and/or 
facts that you cannot from abroad, or don’t have 
the time for. Why not drop us an email to see what 
we can do for you? 

  

“Many, many thanks for the 
exceptional work you did tracking 
down my Irish ancestors. It was the 
best money I ever spent; your 
service was worth every penny and 
more." "I've enjoyed -- and 
continue to enjoy -- poring over the 
details contained in your amazing 
10-page report and 18 supporting 
documents. They have spurred me 
to keep digging. 
 

Debra Emerson, New York, USA 
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Irish War Graves 

Irish Citizenship 

Irish citizens enjoy rights and privileges that are 
guaranteed under the Irish Constitution. Some of 
these rights are fundamental rights that arise from 
living in Ireland. For example, if you are a citizen 
living in Ireland, you are entitled to equality before 
the law, freedom to travel, freedom of expression 
and religious liberty. 

If you are an Irish citizen, you are entitled to carry 
an Irish passport and leave Ireland to travel 
abroad, to vote in an Irish election and to be 
elected to government in Ireland and in the 
European Union.  

Being an Irish citizen means that you are legally 
recognised as being a national of Ireland and a 
citizen of the European Union. You are therefore 
entitled to live, travel and work within the European 
Union/European Economic Area. 

As an Irish citizen living in Ireland, you also have 
certain duties and responsibilities. For example, 
you are expected to observe and uphold the basic 
rule of law in Ireland and to serve on a jury if called 
upon. 

If you are an Irish citizen living outside of Ireland, 
you are also entitled to an Irish passport, as well 
as diplomatic supports from Irish 
embassies/consulates abroad, etc. However, you 
are not entitled to vote in an Irish election by post 
or in your nearest Irish embassy. 

How can I become an Irish citizen? 

Irish citizenship is obtained in various ways. Of 
course, most Irish citizens get their citizenship 
through birth or descent. It is however also 
possible for foreign nationals to apply to become 
Irish citizens through naturalisation, for example if 
you are a foreign national who is married to an Irish 
citizen or has a civil partner who is an Irish citizen. 
However, this is not an automatic right.   

Am I eligible  

 If you were born outside Ireland to an Irish 
citizen who was born outside Ireland, then 
you are entitled to become an Irish citizen.  

 
 

 

 
 If your parent derived Irish citizenship in 

another manner, for example, through 
marriage, adoption or naturalisation, and 
was an Irish citizen at the time of your birth, 
you can become an Irish citizen.  

 If the parent through whom you derive Irish 
citizenship was deceased at the time of 
your birth, but would have been an Irish 
citizen if alive at that time, you are also an 
Irish citizen. Also, you derive citizenship 
through an Irish parent whether or not your 
parents were married to each other at the 
time of your birth. 

 If one of your grandparents is an Irish 
citizen who was born in Ireland, but neither 
of your parents was born in Ireland, you 
may become an Irish citizen. You will need 
to have your birth registered in the Foreign 
Births Register. 

 You will need at least one parent or an 
Irish-born grandparent to have been an 
Irish citizen at the time of your birth.  

Foreign Births Register 

Before you can claim Irish citizenship, you must 
have your birth registered in the Foreign Births 
Register. If you are entitled to register, your Irish 
citizenship is effective from the date of registration 
– not from the date when you were born. The 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade maintains 
the Foreign Births Register where people who are 
eligible to become Irish citizens can register their 
birth. The Irish citizenship of successive 
generations may be maintained in this way by each 
generation ensuring their registration in the 
Foreign Births Register before the birth of the next 
generation. Since 1 July 1986, a person registered 
in the Foreign Births Entry Book after 1986 is 
deemed to be an Irish citizen only from the date of 
their entry in the Register and not from the date of 
birth. This means that children born to that person 
before their date of entry in the Register are not 
entitled to citizenship. People registered before 
July 1986 are deemed Irish citizens either from the 
date the original Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Act came into force, that is, 17 July 1956, or their 
date of birth, whichever is later. Only children born 
after 17 July 1956 can claim citizenship in such 
cases. 
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Foreign Births Register 

If you wish to be included in the Foreign Births 
Register you must use the online application 
facility. You can find information about making an 
online application, the documents required, the 
photographic requirements and the fees on the 
website of the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade. Once you have completed the online form 
you must send your printed application and 
required supporting documentation to the Irish 
embassy or consulate for the country in which you 
live. If you are resident in Ireland you must send 
your application to the Consular Section of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Dublin. 
Once the process is completed, you will be 
provided with a certificate confirming your entry in 
the Irish Register of Foreign Births. This certificate 
can be used as proof of Irish citizenship 
when applying for an Irish passport. Please note 

that Irish passport applications cannot be accepted 
at the same time as citizenship applications - these 
are 2 very distinct processes. 

Dual citizenship 

Ireland allows you to hold dual citizenship, that is, 
citizenship of another country.  But you should be 
aware that some countries do not allow this. If you 
wish to apply for dual citizenship, you should check 
with the authorities of the other country to ensure 
that your rights are protected. This could lead to 
automatic termination of its citizenship or 
nationality if you acquire Irish citizenship or 
nationality. You should also be aware that 
acquiring Irish citizenship does not 
automatically void the obligations of another 
citizenship or nationality (for example, the 
requirement to complete military service). 

 

Summary 

 If you are: Then you are: 

A 
Born in the island of Ireland 
on or before 31 December 
2004 

Entitled to Irish citizenship or you are an Irish citizen 

B 

Born on the island of Ireland 
on or after 1 January 2005 

Entitled to Irish citizenship if one or both of your parents: 
1. Is Irish 
2. Is British or entitled to live in Northern Ireland or the 

Irish State without restriction on their residency 
3. Is a foreign national legally resident in the island of 

Ireland for 3 out of 4 years immediately prior to your 
birth 

4. Has been granted refugee status in Ireland 

C Child of A, born outside the 
island of Ireland 

An Irish citizen 

D 
Child of C and a grandchild 
of A, born outside the island 
of Ireland 

Entitled to Irish citizenship, but you must first register in the 
Foreign Births Register 

E 
a child of D and a great-
grandchild of A, born outside 
the island of Ireland 

Entitled to Irish citizenship, by having your birth registered 
in the Foreign Births Register, but only if your parent D had 
registered by the time of your birth. 
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Irish Family History Search and 
Investigation 

We are professional genealogists based in Dublin 
and are THE specialists to research your Irish 
ancestry for you. We have work for clients based 
in the USA and Canada, as well as for customers 
from throughout the UK and Ireland. All our 
research follows the principles of the 
Genealogical Proof Standard. 

 

 

Order Irish Family History Records 

 

We can provide you with copies of Irish birth, 
marriage and death certificates that can only be 
viewed or copied by visiting the archives in Dublin 
or Belfast. We can get images of valuation books 
or copies of surviving Irish wills.  

 

 

House or Village History 

Family history is not just about names and dates 
of people in your family tree. It is also about the 
places where they lived and worked, the houses 
they occupied. We offer Ancestral House and 
Village History research and investigation. 

 

 

Grave and Cemetery Photos 

Do you know where your ancestor is buried but 
have not been able to visit it? We can visit it for 
you and provide beautiful photographs of the 
grave and cemetery as well as information about 
the village, cemetery, grave location and 
inscriptions. 

 

 

Family History Booklets, 
Slideshows and Videos 

 

Do you have a lot of information on your family 
history you want to show to your family? Let us 
put your data in a great looking presentation. 

Contact us at info@genalogy.ie or visit our website www.genealogy.ie 


