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Welcome 

 
to the Spring/Summer edition of our 
magazine. 

When Genealogy.ie – Ireland’s Family 
History Specialists -  started the magazine, 
we did not know if there would be 
sufficient interest. But it is heartening to 
see the subscriber list of our magazine 
growing all the time, so we will definitely 
continue.  

Of course, we would always welcome more 
readers, so please feel fee to distribute our 
magazine to fellow family history 
researchers and ask them to sign up. It is 
free after all.  

We have a variety of articles in this 
number. We hope you enjoy them and 
would of course very much like to hear 
your feedback. You will find our contact 
details on this page. Happy reading! 

Jillian 
 

 

 

Genealogy.ie are professional genealogists 
based in Dublin.  We have an international 
customer base, with regular commissions 
from clients in the USA, Canada, Australia, 
UK as well as from Ireland. We provide a 
variety of services, about which you can 
read on the last page of this magazine. We 
are especially proud of the quality of our 
reports. Our customers are raving about 
them, as you can read in the various 
testimonials from our customers on our 
website www.genealogy.ie 
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My Great Aunt Kathleen Hassett was born 
7 February 1897, Limerick, Ireland and died 
6 July 1985, Manchester, England. In 1909, 
at age 12, Kathleen and her family moved 
back to the ancestral home in Knockanean, 
Co. Clare. At this time, it was a very small 
house on a rural and hilly farm. In 1914, she 
achieved a first in Irish in her middle 
Intermediate Certificate. In September 
1915, Kathleen attended university at UCD 
in St. Stephens Green, Dublin where her 
lecturers included Thomas MacDonagh, Dr 
Douglas Hyde, Mary Kate Ryan (who later 
married Sean T O’Kelly) and Maurice 
Hayes. She bought her daily newspaper 
from Thomas Clarke. In March of 1916, 
Proinnsias Ó’Súilleabháin got very 
interested in her plans for the holiday 
period and encouraged her to go home to 
Clare for the Easter break. Kathleen said 
she preferred to stay to study for her 
exams which were due to start on 3 June. 
As a result of this she was an eye witness 

to the events of Easter 1916 in Dublin. 
Kathleen wrote about her life in a big 
ledger affectionately called ‘Kathleen’s 
Memoirs’ in our family. They are a rich 
resource full of information and signposts 
to my family’s history.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Genealogy.ie Magazine I Spring and Summer 2018                                                                             Page 3 
 

Ireland has very little Census information 
available due to the destruction of many 
records during the Civil War that followed 
the War of Independence.  

During my time as a Senator, member of 
the upper house of the Irish Parliament, I 
supported and advocated for releasing 
Ireland’s 1926 Census. In July 2016, I wrote 
an Open Letter to  the Irish Government 
calling for the release of the 1926 Census 
of Ireland. On 6th December 2017 CIGO 
launched an online petition, likewise 
calling on the Government of Ireland to 
release this Census. 
 

 

CIGO is the Council of Irish Genealogical 
Organisations. It was founded in 1992 and 
is a lobby organisation on behalf of Irish 
and International organisations with a 
shared interested in Irish genealogical 
research.  

We obviously give this campaign our full 
support and hope you will too, by signing 
the petition. Just google “CIGO 1926 
release” to find their press release (CIGO 
Calls on Irish Government to Release 1926 
Census | CIGO) . A link to the petition is in 
the fifth line.  

The below article is from CIGO’s website 
and gives some very good background 
information on the campaign: 

CIGO has long campaigned for the 
opening of post-1922 Irish census 
records after only seventy-five years has 
elapsed rather than the current tariff of 
one hundred years. In particular we have 
campaigned that at the very least the 
1926 census should be opened to public 
scrutiny, for two principal reasons: 
 

 1. A very large percentage of the 
people enumerated would have 
been born before civil registration 
began in Ireland in 1864. 

 2. The data pertaining to each 
person so enumerated is little 
different to that recorded in the 
1911 census returns and is not 
dissimilar to information already 
in the public domain in the form of 
civil registration records, voters 
registers and land records. 

Public access to the 1901 and 1911 Irish 
census returns was established as early 
as 1961 by decision of Charles Haughey 
TD, parliamentary secretary to the 
Minister for Justice, Oscar Traynor TD. 
For most of 1961 Traynor had suffered 
severe ill health and Haughey was de 
facto Minister until his official 
appointment in October of that year. The 
1901 and 1911 census returns had been 
transferred on a temporary basis to the 
Public Record Office in the mid-1930s 
and there they had subsequently 
languished. They were officially 
transferred to the Record Office by 
means of a warrant issued under section 
13 of the Public Records (Ireland) Act 
1867 in May 1961. It is important to 
remember that at the time this decision 
was made only fifty years had elapsed 
since the 1911 census returns had been 
compiled. The received history about 
this is that it was done to help mitigate 
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the loss of Ireland’s 19th century census 
records. Those for the 1821, 1831, 1841 
& 1851 censuses were destroyed when 
the Public Record Office of Ireland was 
consumed by fire in June 1922 during the 
height of the civil war. The returns for 
the 1861, 1871, 1881 & 1891 censuses 
were routinely destroyed through a 
bureaucratic muddle that saw civil 
servants in London advising their 
counterparts in Dublin that original 
census household schedules should be 
destroyed. The problem with this advice 
was that it was given without having first 
established that while in Great Britain 
the data in these schedules had been 
copied into census enumerators books 
for future preservation, no such system 
existed in Ireland. 
 
There was to have been a census 
undertaken in Ireland in April 1921, but 
at a session of Dáil Éireann in the second 
week of March of that year a decree was 
passed 'authorising the Minister of Home 
Affairs to forbid the census proposed to 
be taken by the British Government as an 
invasion by an alien authority of the 
rights of the Irish people' (The Irish 
Times 22 March 1921). However, this 
decree was not mentioned in a related 
announcement made on 1 April 1921 by 
Dublin Castle: 

“Owing to the existence of a state of 
rebellion in the South and West of 
Ireland and the disturbed conditions in 
certain other parts of the country, the 
Government have come to the conclusion 
that, if a Census were held in the coming 
month, it would be impossible to obtain 
complete and accurate returns. No useful 
purpose would be achieved by holding a 
Census at heavy expense if the returns so 
obtained were either incomplete or 
misleading, as no statistics based upon 
these returns would be of any value. The 
Government have, therefore, decided to 
postpone the holding of a Census in 
Ireland on the present occasion. Under 

the Government of Ireland Act [1920], all 
responsibility in regard to the Census 
question passes to the Governments of 
Southern and Northern Ireland. It will be 
for these Governments, when they are 
constituted, to consider upon what 
conditions and at what time the Census 
shall be held in Southern and Northern 
Ireland respectively.” 
 
In the following year the Irish Free State 
was established under the so-called 
Anglo-Irish Treaty (which had been 
signed on 6 December 1921 and ratified 
by Dáil Éireann on 7 January 1922). The 
first census to be undertaken by the Irish 
Free State was legislated for in the 
Statistics Act 1926, and the enumeration 
was conducted in the same year. The 
construction of the wording of section 13 
(1) of the Act precluded the authorities 
from releasing the household returns for 
public inspection. This was remedied 
with the passing of the Statistics Act 
1993, when it was established that once 
one hundred years had elapsed census 
returns could be opened to researchers. 
At the time the Act (then a Bill) was 
progressing through its parliamentary 
stages CIGO and the Dun Laoghaire 
Genealogical Society (now the 
Genealogical Society of Ireland) led a 
successful campaign to amend the Bill to 
release census material after the elapse 
of only seventy-five years. Unfortunately, 
at a later stage in the process this 
amendment was reconsidered and at this 
time all post-1922 Irish census records 
remain subject to the ‘one hundred year 
rule’. 
 
CIGO is not alone in regretting that the 
State’s access policy to census records 
does not follow the US model, which 
releases records after seventy-two years 
rather than one hundred. This approach 
appears to work well and is generally 
accepted by US citizens. All surviving US 
censuses, complete with full names 
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indexes, are now available on the 
Internet up to that compiled in 1940. 
 
In 2006, a Genealogy and Heraldry Bill 
proceeded to its second stage in the 
Seanad [Senate]. This Bill came about 
through the work of the Genealogical 
Society of Ireland. Although in the course 
of the ensuing debate the then Minister 
for Arts, Sport & Tourism, John 
O’Donoghue TD made it clear that he was 
“unconvinced of the need for this Bill” he 
offered to submit the issues raised by it 
for consideration by the Board of the 
National Library of Ireland if the Bill’s 
sponsor, opposition Labour Senator 
Brendan Ryan, would withdraw it. 
Amongst its various provisions, the 
Genealogy and Heraldry Bill allowed for 
the opening of the 1926 (and specifically 
only the 1926 census) after the passing 
of only seventy-five years. This call was 
in line with CIGO policy in this area and 
CIGO supported this aspect of the Bill. 
 
Interestingly, in December 2006 the UK’s 
Information Commissioner found in 
favour of a complainant who had been 
refused access to information from the 
1911 census of England and Wales 
(which remained subject the ‘one 
hundred year rule’) by the UK’s National 
Archives. The Commissioner found that 
although at the time the census was 
compiled an undertaking was given to 
treat information supplied as 
confidential, much of the information 
recorded in the 1911 census could not 
“normally be of such sensitivity as to give 
rise to an expectation of privacy”. As a 
result, the 1911 census of England and 
Wales was made available on the 
Internet in 2009. While of course Ireland 
operates under its own Freedom of 
Information Act, the finding of the UK’s 
Information Commissioner in this 
instance should give the Irish authorities 
pause for thought. 
 

The issue of access to the 1926 census is 
high on CIGO’s list of long-term 
objectives. We will continue to lobby for 
its early release. 
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The Quaker community in Ireland has 
always been quite small. Even today there 
are only 1,500 Quakers in the whole or 
Ireland. Their burial grounds are quite 
different from the Catholic or Protestant 
cemeteries. An example is the Temple Hill 
Burial Ground in Dublin. 

In 1834 a railway line was built connecting 
Dublin with Dun Laoghaire (the second 
oldest railway line in the world). People 
started moving out of Dublin and the latter 
grew into a town. Among the newcomers 
were also Quakers. They soon built a 
meeting house in Monkstown and started 
looking for land for a Quaker Burial 
Ground. 

It would take 25 years until they found a 
suitable plot. They paid £1,000 pounds for 
it and Temple Hill was established. The first 
burial took place on the 6th of the 3rd 
month in 1860. 

 

 

The only markings that were allowed were 
a name, an identifying comment and a 
date. Notice the peculiar format "6th of the 
third month 1860". If you look carefully, 
you will see a huge wall in the background, 
which was to keep body snatchers out. 

This was actually already quite ornate. In 
older burial grounds often only a marker 
was allowed: 

 

Thankfully for family researches the rules 
were relaxed. However, not by too much. 
It was not appropriate to stand out: all 
stones had to be of the same material, size, 
colour, etc. 
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It would then of course absolutely not do 
to include titles in inscriptions. But even for 
Quakers, rules appear to be there to be 
broken as we can see from this stone (note 
the “Sir”). 

 

Rules have also evolved over time. Modern 
burials have both birth and death dates 
and use “normal” dates. 

 

 

As the community was small, it would take 
until 1923 for the first register to be full 
after 954 interments.  The second register 
is still going. Here are both of them! 

 

 

 

 

  

You may have never heard of John Richardson Wigham, one of the people buried in 
Temple Hill, but he was and continues to be responsible for saving many lives. 

 

Born in Scotland, he was apprenticed to an uncle in Dublin. After the death of the uncle, he took over 
his company at the age of only 19. He perfected a gas-lamp which was used in lighthouses all over 
the world, earning John the nickname “Mr. Lighthouse”.  
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If you need help with your research or hit the famous brick wall, we are 
there to help. Contact us on info@genealogy.ie or visit our website 

www.genealogy.ie 

Why not give the gift 
of Irish family history 

this year?  
Visit our website to order our 

Genealogy.ie Gift Voucher. 

 


