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Céad Míle Fáilte 
It is hard to believe that Genealogy.ie is 

three years old. We opened our virtual 

doors in February 2017! And including 

a special (on obtaining Irish 

Citizenship), this is the already the 

seventh edition of our magazine!  

 

In this issue we have again brought 

together a few articles on varied topics 

that we hope you will find interesting.  

  

The main article is about something 

that may bewilder the family researcher 

when trying to find out where their 

ancestors lived: about 100 years ago, 

when Ireland gained independence, 

many local councils decided to change 

names of streets and squares. It was 

mostly to replace names of people 

associated with the suppression of the 

Irish with names of the heroes of 

independence.1 

 

 
1 Cover photo by Andrea Leopardi on Unsplash 

We also have an article about a more 

recent phenomenon: on 17th March 

buildings, bridges and other landmarks 

all over the world, are coloured green. 

Even in countries where there are not 

many Irish.  

 

We also draw your attention to 

interesting and sometimes confusing 

entries on death certificates.  

 

And the final article is to give you some 

background information on Irish 

surnames. 

 

We hope you will enjoy our magazine! 

 

Jillian 

 

 

Contact us 
Website: www.genealogy.ie 

Facebook: @genealogy.ie 
Twitter: @Genealogydotie 
Email: info@genealogy.ie 
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Global Greening for St. Patrick’s Day 
 

2020 marks the 10th anniversary of Tourism Ireland's Global Greening initiative for St 

Patrick's Day. 

 

Buildings and monuments around the world will go green on March 17th including 

Niagara Falls, the Sydney Opera House, and the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Will a 

monument or building in your town go green?  

 

The idea originated in Australia when the country commemorated the 200th 

anniversary of the first reception ever held for Irish ex-pats by Governor Lachlann 

Macquarie in New South Wales. Tourism Ireland approached the authorities to see 

would they light the Sydney Opera House green in its honour in 2010, and they 

obliged. 

 

It is expected in 2020, over 500 buildings and monuments will go green around St. 

Patrick’s Day. Some of the new additions in 2020, is Madison Square Gardens in New 

York will light up green for St Patrick's Day, and the Dubai Frame which is the largest 

picture frame in the world. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our clients and friends a very 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day, Sláinte (Health in Irish – it is how we say Cheers).   
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Changing Street 

Names 
 

When researching your family tree, you 

should also be mindful of social and 

political changes. We often advise 

clients to look at the local history to 

deepen the understanding of the lives 

of their ancestors and why they made 

particular decisions, for example, to 

emigrate.  

 

Knowing the history of a locality can 

also help uncover gems as the naming 

of townlands and street names have 

changed. 100 years ago, Ireland was 

asserting its right to independence and 

one way for City Councils, County 

Councils and Urban District Councils we 

can find various examples of the 

changing of street names and 

townlands. 

 

With thanks to Tipperary Studies, we 

found this example from a meeting of 

Thurles Urban District Council in 1920. 

The local Gaelic League instigated the 

change of street names in Thurles. 

 

On 19 February 1920, Thurles Urban 

District Council met to discuss changing 

the street names in town on foot of a 

suggested list by Piaras MacAnna. 

 

As we can see from the minutes of the 

meeting, Main Street was renamed to 

Cearnóg Na Saoirse with an English 

translation of Liberty Square 

provided.   

 

Pudding Lane was renamed to 

Smith O’Brien Street in 

recognition of William Smith 

O'Brien (1803-1864) who was an 

Irish nationalist Member of 

Parliament (MP). He joined the 

Young Ireland Movement, and 

was arrested for ‘seditious 

conspiracy’ in 1848. Whilst on bail, 

he led the failed Rebellion at 

Ballingarry Co Tipperary later in 

1848 and was arrested at Thurles 

Railway Station when making his 

way back to Cahermoyle. He was 

sentenced to ‘high treason’ and 

was transported to Van Diemen’s 

Land, by 1856 he had been 

pardoned and was back in Ireland.  
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As we read through the proposed list, 

we can see many of the Irish ‘great 

names’ been honoured. The majority of 

these street names remain today.  

 

In Dublin Municipal Council set up a 

committee to consider the 

nomenclature of the city’s streets. Its 

report, published in April 1921, stated 

that 19 place names were derived from 

kings, queens and other royals, that 49 

commemorated viceroys or their 

families, that up to 120 were named 

after state officials, lord mayors, 

noblemen, and property owners or their 

connections and that there were “few 

cities in the civilised world where the 

names of governors, oppressors and 

despoilers have been honoured to the same 

extent”. 
 

In Dublin, due to an 1890 Act, there had 

to be a plebiscite (referendum) before a 

street could change its name. In the 

1920s, Great Brunswick Street became 

Pearse Street, and Gloucester Street 

became Sean MacDermott Street.  

However, Baggot Street didn’t become 

Sheares Street and Fitzwilliam Square 

didn’t become Plunkett Square.  

 

From reviewing newspapers, we can see 

from the Carlow Nationalist, “The 

secretary of the Carlow Trades Council 

transmitted the following resolution 

passed at a meeting held on the 7th 

instant: - That the name Market Cross be 

changed to Connolly's Cross and that 

Tullow Street be changed to O'Hanrahan 

Street.” The resolution was adopted.  

 

If you visit Carlow, Tullow Street and 

Market Cross remain as named in 1920 

to the present day. 

 

 

James Connolly 

was born in 

Edinburgh, 

Scotland. He 

established the 

Irish Socialist Republican Party 

and became one of the leaders 

of the Labour movement in 

Ireland. He was sentenced to 

death for his role in the 1916 

Rising. He was carried on a 

stretcher, tied to a chair and 

executed by a British firing squad 

on the 12 May 1916 in 

Kilmainham Jail. 

 

 

 

 

Michael O' Hanrahan, a native of 

New Ross, Wexford, lived on 

Tullow Street, Carlow, for a 

number of years, where he 

worked with his father in the 

family cork-cutting business. He 

was a member of the Irish 

Republican Brotherhood and 

acted as an officer 

in the Irish 

Volunteers. He was 

executed on 4 May 

1916 for his role in 

the 1916 Rising. 
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Moving to Cork City in 1920, we found 

a great article in the Kerry Weekly 

Reporter on 1 May 1920.  

 

 
 

The Lord Mayor proposed at the Cork 

Corporation meeting a resolution to 

change the name of King street to 

MacCurtain street. The Lord Mayor said 

“he did not wish to add anything to the 

motion, except to say that it was their 

duty to do honour to their immortal 

dead (hear hear). The new name of the 

street would be put up in that 

thoroughfare solely in the Irish 

Language (hear, hear).  

 

Tomás Mac Curtain was elected in 

January 1920 and was Lord Mayor of 

Cork, Ireland. On 20 March 1920, his 

36th birthday, he was shot dead, in 

front of his wife and son by a group of 

men with blackened faces, who were 

found to be members of the Royal Irish 

Constabulary (RIC) by the official 

inquest into the event. 

 

Interestingly, Sir J Scott moved an 

amendment that the matter be deferred 

and pointed out that King Street had 

been called after an old Cork family 

whose members had been identified 

with the commerce of Cork.  

 

In Cork, Georges Street became Oliver 

Plunkett Street, Great Georges Street 

became Washington Street and King 

Street became MacCurtain Street. These 

names remain today.  

 

Queenstown, Ireland was Titanic's last 

port of call on the voyage to New York. 

Queenstown, now called Cobh (Cove), is 

one of the largest natural harbours in 

the world. The port, which has had 

several Irish language names, was first 

called Cove (The Cove of Cork) in 1750. 

It was renamed by the British as 

Queenstown in 1849 to commemorate 

a visit by Queen Victoria. No source has 

been identified for when the name was 

officially changed to Cobh, but it 

occurred around the time the Irish Free 

State was established. Cobh is a 

Gaelicisation of the English name Cove, 

and it shares the same pronunciation. It 

has no meaning in the Irish language. 
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If you are interested in 

Irish place names, we 

recommend reading, 

or if you can go to 

see, Translations by 

Brian Friel.  It was 

written in 1980 but 

takes us back to 1833, 

to a hedge-school in the townland of 

Baile Beag/Ballybeg, an Irish-speaking 

community in County Donegal.  

 

Translations is about the first Royal 

Ordnance Survey translating the local 

Gaelic place names of the townland of 

Baile Beag in County Donegal into 

English, with far-reaching personal and 

cultural consequences for a hedge-

school teacher, his two sons, and the 

small group of local people who attend 

the school.  

 

 

When Researching, double-check your 

questions 

 
When researching we are always on the lookout for unusual comments on birth 

marriage or death certificates.  

 

On this death certificate for “Catherine Conole, in religion Sr M Augustine”, we can see 

she died on 28 June 1908 at age 52 in Kilrush, Co. Clare. Our interest was piqued when 

we looked at the cause of death, “Both doctors who attended deceased are dead, but 

the probable disease was cancer.” We were a little taken back at first and we were 

imagining a great murder mystery. However, you will note the death was registered in 

February 1930, twenty-two years after her death. Now, we wonder why it took them 

so long!  
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On this marriage certificate, from 29 January 1902 Murtagh Corcoran marries Bridget 

Delaney. We noted she was living in the asylum and were worried the Widower 

Murtagh Corcoran had married a patient. However, when we checked the 1901 Census, 

we found her as a nurse, age 35 who was resident in the asylum. In 1901, Murtagh 

Corcoran was also living in the asylum in the residence for male workers and is listed 

aged 44 and is an attendant. By 1911, they are living in their own home and Murtagh 

is now a night attendant at the Asylum. Murtagh is now aged 44 and Bridget has aged 

by 15 years in the ten year period as her age is recorded at 50.   

 

 

 

In a nod to our article on Changing Street Names, from 1855 the county concerned 

was called Queen’s county. Its name was informally changed on establishment of the 

Irish Free State in 1922 to County Laois which is its name to this day. 
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Irish Surnames 
 

In Ireland, surnames developed as early as the tenth century, making them among the first in 

Europe. The earliest recorded surname is Ó Cléirigh. There are now five O’ names in the Irish 

top 10 (O’Sullivan, O’Brien, O’Connor, O’Neill and O’Reilly). 

 

Mac in a surname means “son of”. They were in general use in Ireland by the late 1100s. 

However, the O and Mac names weren’t always family names in the usual sense. If warfare led 

to land passing to the control of a new clan, the local population often adopted the name of 

the new chief to help them keep their life and liberty. 

 

In the mid-1500s, Sean or Shane O’Neill, the Earl of Tyrone, was causing so many problems for 

the English crown that Elizabeth I banned the name O’Neill, on punishment of death and 

forfeiture of property. She would not be pleased to know that today O’Neill is a top ten Irish 

surname, and Sean is a top ten Irish given name. 

 

In the 1600s, when English rule intensified, the prefixes O and Mac were widely dropped 

because it became very difficult to find work if you had an Irish sounding name. However, in 

the 1800s many families began reinstating the O and Mac prefixes. 

 

Murphy has been the most popular Irish surname for at least a century, with the highest 

concentration now in Co Wexford. But more Murphy’s live in Britain than in Ireland, with the 

highest concentration in Liverpool. There are more than 300,000 Murphy’s in the US, compared 

to 55,000 in Ireland. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about the history of surnames in Ireland, we 

recommend “Hello My Name Is: The Remarkable Story of Personal Names” by Neil Burdess by 

Sandstone Press. 

 

When tracing your family roots, it is always good to look at the origins of their name – each 

have their own meaning and are often associated with a place or part of Ireland.  
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Why Hire Genealogy.ie? 
 
 

 

 


