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Céad Míle Fáilte 
Covid-19 means that Ireland – like many other 
countries around the world – has spend a lot of 
the last 12 months in lockdown. And we have a 
few more months to go before vaccination will 
hopefully put an end to the threat of the virus.  
 
It meant we have not been able to travel, for 
business or pleasure, abroad or even in our 
own beautiful country of Ireland. And of course 
you could not visit either.  
 
This is why we give you as our main article the 
background of a tourist attraction: a somewhat 
strange and now ruined huge estate house, 
with beautiful walled gardens. 
 
We also have articles on the unique Irish sport 
of Road Bowling; a new collection of the 
National Archives, a unique resource from 
1927, a little genealogy gem and a research tip. 

 

 

As always we hope you enjoy our magazine, 
and welcome your feedback. Below you find 
links to the many different ways you can 
contact us.  

 

Jillian 

 

 

 www.genealogy.ie 

 @genealogy.ie 

 @Genealogdotie 

 info@genealogy.ie 
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Duckett’s Grove 
 
England did not just conquer Ireland in one fell swoop. And to start with it was not even the English. 

In 1167, Ireland was only a geographic expression as it was divided in a number of competing 

kingdoms. In that year, the King of Leinster Diarmait Mac Murchada suffered a devastating defeat 

against one of his opponents. To regain his Kingdom he allied himself with the Welsh Earl of Pembroke, 

Richard de Clare. They were successful in the reconquest. Part of the deal was that after Diarmait’s 

deatch, Richard would take over. However, he would never be King. The King of England, Henry, feared 

that the Earl would become too powerful if he had an independent base outside his own territories. 

Threats were made and Richard compromised: he handed over Leinster to Henry, in return for 

becoming the Lord of Leinster. Thus, Leinster became part of Henry’s dominions. Over time England 

would extend its power over the whole island, although at times their power over the country was 

only nominal.  

 

Tomb of Earl Richard de Clare, better known as “Strongbow”, Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin. 

As would often happen after conquests, many military leaders would not be paid in money, but in 

properties, that were taken from the defeated. Thus a large part of Ireland became the property of 

English families, many of whom would become over time enobled. Several centuries later, most of 

them would support the English Crown in its civil war against Parliamentary forces. The leader of the 

latter, Cromwell, invaded Ireland and made short shrift with their resistance however.  

 In a repeat of history, many of the Anglo-Irish noblemen lost 

their properties to those fighting with Cromwell – pictured to 

the left - under the Act of Settlement 1652. In 1662 however 

some of these re-possessions were reversed. One of the 

people benefitting from this was Thomas Crosthwaite. In 1695 

he would sell some of his lands in Carlow to a Thomas Duckett, 

who was a son of James Duckett who owned an estate in 

Garyrigg, Westmoreland, England. 

There are claims that the Duckett family were lineally 

descendants of William the Conqueror; but this might not be 

true. It would not be the first family to embellish their 

ancestry. The family did have an ancient pedigree however, 

one of the ancestors being a Richard Duckett who in 1205 was 

Lord of the Manor of Fillingham in Lincolnshire, England and 

was a judge.The family had obtained the Garyrigg Estate 

through marriage.  
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Thomas would build a house on his Irish lands, a vast 12,000 acre estate, in the early 1700’s in 

Rainestow, replacing an older smaller house. The new house took the form of a regular three-storey 

over basement, five-bay residence. In time the new house would be replaced by a much grander 

house, Duckett Grove.  

 

Thomas would marry well, with a daughter of the rich and powerful De la Poer family. They had one 

son, also called Thomas, who would in turn also have one son (as well as three daughters), called John.  

John would use the growing wealth of the family to redevelop the house. For his architect, Duckett 

picked Thomas Alfred Cobden, believed to have been born in Chichester in 1794. It is unknown how 

he came to be in Ireland, but he would become a very successful architect in Carlow, where he 

designed churches, a cathedral, public buildings and private houses, all in a variety of styles. Duckett’s 

Grove is one of his masterpieces, done in a Gothic Revival Style.  The old house was covered in towers, 

turrets, crenellations, arches and niches, oriel windows and quatrefoil decorations, busts and urns and 

statuary, some of it attached to the building, some free-standing in the immediate grounds. The 

designs were asymmetric, as none of the towers were  the same, either in shape or height.  

John’s first two sons, Thomas and William had no children. Their third son Abraham had four sons, but 

again the elder three died childless. The fourth son Jonas had fours sons, of which William was the 

oldest. He would again marry well, with Elizabeth Dawson Coates, daughter and co-heir of John- 

Dawson Coates, a wealthy banker. 

Their wealth enabled them to give each of their two eldest sons a stately home: Duckett Grove for 

their first, John and the newly-built Russellstown Park for their second, William. Their other two sons 

died childless. Russellstown Park was purchased in the 1950’s by the Land Commission and 

subsequently demolished. 

John, the elder, had two sons, but the younger, also called John, died aged 14. His first son, William 

(14th April 1822 – 22nd June 1908) would be the last of the line.  He married twice, once aged 46 and 

once aged 73. The second marriage was to 21 year old Maria Georgina Thompson! He had no children, 

but did have a stepdaughter, Olive, Maria Georgina’s daughter. After William’s death, Maria stayed in 

Duckett’s Grove for a while, but after 1916 preferred to stay in her Dublin house,  ‘De Wyndesore’, a 

mansion on Raglan Road, which William had given to her as a wedding present. However, during the 

Irish War of Independence, she decided to sell Duckett’s Grove and flee Ireland. She would die on 11 

March 1937, suffering from paranoia. Probably as a result of this, she had fallen out with her daughter 

and left her still sizeable fortune (the estate was valued at £97,735 (equivalent to £6,400,000 in 2019) 

to charities, all based in Britain and all Protestant. 
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As regards Duckett’s Grove, the house and lands were sold piecemeal to local farmers, and the 

contents of the house were sold in a 3 day auction in 1923. The local farmers who bought the house 

and 1,300 acres failed to keep up the repayments on their loan, and the Land Commission took over. 

The house was resold, now with only 11 acres, to a local businessman for £320  in 1931. He would not 

be able to enjoy it for long as in April 1933 the house was gutted by a fire. The shell that was left over 

remains to this day.  

 

In 2005 the house and lands were bought by the local council, which has restored the two 

interconnected walled gardens and opened them up to the public in 2007. 
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Irish Road Bowling 
 
Irish Road Bowling started in 17th century It was quite popular and may have been something played 
by your family. It is still played to this day, but it is much rarer to come across.  
 
Road bowling (Irish: Ból an bhóthair) also called [long] 
bullets is a sport in which competitors attempt to take 
the fewest throws to propel a metal ball along a 
predetermined course of country roads. The sport is said 
to have originated in Ireland and is mainly played in 
counties Armagh and Cork. 
 
Fintan Lane, in his book Long Bullets: A History of Road 
Bowling in Ireland, traces the sport to the 17th century 
and suggests that it was once far more widespread than 
it is today. His book "uncovers the rich history of road 
bowling in Ireland, tracing its roots back hundreds of 
years, and reveals a sport – orginally known as 'long bullets' – that was once widespread in Ireland, 
Scotland, the north of England and North America."  
 
Fintan Lane suggests that road bowling in Ireland is a remnant of a game that initially emerged in 
lowland Scotland, and possibly northern England, during the middle ages, spreading to Ireland in the 
late seventeenth century. 

 
Spectators often bet on the outcome and proffer advice to their favoured competitor in the course of 
a match. It also has some fantastic terms such as 'kitter-paw', a left-handed thrower; 'fág a' bealach!' 
anglicised as Faugh A Ballagh and meaning "clear the way" (to warn spectators on the road in front of 
the thrower); and a 'stylish bowler' who is a bowler with a smooth well-coordinated delivery. 
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World War 1 Soldiers Wills 1914 to 1918 
 

The National Archives of Ireland has recently uploaded over 

9,000 wills of enlisted and non-commissioned soldiers from 

the thirty-two counties of Ireland who fought in the British 

Army in the First World War.  

 

Soldiers serving in the army were encouraged to make wills so 

that in the event of their death, it simplified the settling of 

their affairs. If a soldier did not make a will, or the will was lost, 

the War Office sometimes accepted a letter written by the 

soldier where he had stated who he wished to inherit any 

money or property he had.  

 

Letters written after a 

soldier’s death by 

comrades, family or 

friends testifying that 

he had stated in their 

presence who he 

wished to inherit his 

effects, were also 

submitted to the War 

Office. 

 

With his name, service number and date of date you are able 

to visit the website of the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission (www.cwgc.org) to find out where a soldier was 

buried, or commemorated on a memorial. In this case, I can 

see Michael Hassett is commemorated at Delville Wood 

Cemetery, Longueval, France. You can then download a 

certificate of commemoration.  

 

You can find Soldiers Wills and other great resources on the National Archives of Ireland Genealogy 

website: genealogy.nationalarchives.ie/  

 

Many of the men who died can 

also be located in the 1901 and 

1911 Census of Ireland which is 

also available online. In the case, 

of Michael, we can see he was age 

25 in 1911 and was an agricultural 

labourer. He was living with his 

mother and three brothers.  

 

Source: National Archives 

www.census.nationalarchives.ie 

http://www.cwgc.org/
https://genealogy.nationalarchives.ie/
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A picture is worth a 

thousand words 
 
In 1927, the National Geographic documented the lives of the 
people in the then Irish Free State as part of an article by Donn 
Byrne entitled Ireland: The Rock whence I was Hewn. Hewn 
means something that is carved out of wood or another hard 
material.  
 
In that year, Ireland was emerging as a new, if partitioned 
nation. War-torn and still not officially the Republic of Ireland, 
the Irish Free State was recovering from the brutal War of 
Independence and subsequent Irish Civil War and still coming to 
terms with the partition of Ireland which had been enacted 
under the Anglo Irish Treaty six years previous.  

 

Along with the National 

Geographic article were 

the most wonderful 

pictures, including this 

one of three 

generations of one 

family stationed at the 

door of their thatched 

stone cottage in Co. 

Galway.  

 

The picture is of Bridget 

Kane, her mother Annie 

Mulkerns Kane and her 

paternal grandmother 

Bridget Coyne Kane. 

 

Bridget was born in 1910 and was a resident of Lettergesh in County Galway. She was just 16 years 

old when photographer Clifton R. Adams landed on her doorstep in 1927, taking snaps. Within a year, 

Bridget moved to the US, making a lonely solo passage across the waves to Boston. All but two of her 

five siblings made a similar journey to America  

 

She did not return home again for 44 years and never saw her mother or grandmother again. Her story 

is the Irish story of emigration, sadness, a new life and her own version of the American dream. A quiet 

and unassuming character, Bridget, or Betty as she was known in America, never spoke too much of 

the photo and it was only discovered by accident later when another family member spotted it while 

browsing through magazines. 

 

Why not take the opportunity to take your family photo album and talk to relatives to share stories of 

times past?  



 

Genealogy.ie Magazine | Spring and Summer 2021  Page 8 

Record Gem: Was your ancestor a Teacher?  
 

The National Archives of Ireland has published a list of teachers employed by the Commissioners of 

National Education on 31 March 1905.  

 

We call this a record gem as it gives the teacher's age in years 

and months, their length of service and  it details where a 

teacher went to school when they were a child – both 

primary and secondary. It has helped us narrow our search 

for a person in Kerry as we could confirm their exact age (to 

the month) and in addition, by providing us details of where 

they went to school it confirmed where they lived when they 

were a child – therefore likely near their place of birth.  

 

This list is arranged in alphabetical order by surname 

and can be found here:  

 

https://www.nationalarchives.ie/article/list-of-teachers-employed-by-the-commissioners-of-

national-education-on-31-march-1905/ 

 

What record gem have you discovered that helped you break down a brick wall? We would love to 

hear – email us if you would like to be included in the next issue.: 

 

info@genealogy.ie 

Family History Research Tip 
 

When looking at records, always look up and down the page to see if you can spot any relation or 

extended family. In this case, when we were researching the death of a woman, we saw that sadly 

she had died a number of days after child birth. You will see her son (in the entry above) who was 

unnamed only lived for 45 minutes. It must have being an extremely sad day for her family.  

 

 

Source of record: IrishGenealogy.ie  

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha (translated from Irish: May they rest in peace)  

Source: National Archives of Ireland 

 

https://www.nationalarchives.ie/article/list-of-teachers-employed-by-the-commissioners-of-national-education-on-31-march-1905/
https://www.nationalarchives.ie/article/list-of-teachers-employed-by-the-commissioners-of-national-education-on-31-march-1905/
mailto:info@genealogy.ie
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