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Céad Míle Fáilte 
Over the last year we at Genealogy.ie have 
been busier than ever. Obviously a lot of 
people are using their forced stay indoors to 
catch up on their family history research. And 
as always we are happy to help if you need 
professional assistance.  
 
This issue of our Magazine again contains 
articles on a variation of topics.  
 
The main article is about “Workhouses in 
Ireland” and gives an example of where and 
how you can find information if your ancestors 
has the misfortune to end up in one.  
  
This is followed by “The Man Who Built 
Libraries” which shows that emigrants often 
help the countries they left behind – although 
not often to the extent of this man! 
 
“The Irish Raj” is a rather exotic story on the life 
of an Irish emigrant in his new country.  
 

We have included an article on the impact of 
the Industrial Revolution on Family History 
research and conclude with some hints if your 
family in Ireland had links with Scotland. 
 
If you have any stories, comment or feedback 
to share, we would love to hear from you.  
Below you find links to the many different ways 
you can contact us.  

 

Jillian 

 

 

 www.genealogy.ie 

 @genealogy.ie 

 @Genealogdotie 

 info@genealogy.ie 
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Workhouses in Ireland 
 
When undertaking Irish family history research, we have often found links to the Irish Workhouses. 

The workhouse has been described by John O’Connor in his book on ‘The Workhouses in Ireland’ as 

“the most feared and hated institution ever established in Ireland.”  

 

The workhouse was 

an institution which 

operated in Ireland 

for a period of some 

80 years, from the 

early 1840s to the 

early 1920s. There 

were 163 workhouses 

in total. If people 

could not support 

themselves, they 

could come into the 

workhouse. They 

would do some work 

in return for food. Life 

in the workhouse was 

meant to be harsh so as not to encourage people to stay. One of the cruellest aspects of the workhouse 

was that family members were split up into separate quarters. Only children aged two or less could 

stay with their mothers. Sometimes, family members never saw each other again. In Portumna, Co. 

Galway you can visit a workhouse, that is currently been conserved and restored, to understand the 

stark life faced or feared by your ancestors.  

Let us examine the case of Bridget Casey nee Enright. Her descendants said she had told them she 

grew up in a workhouse, but this was all they knew. They had found her in the 1911 Census, living in 

County Limerick with her husband of one year, Patrick Casey. The Census shows Bridget was born in 

England circa 1868.  

 

 

1911 Census of Ireland Patrick and Bridget Casey at Toryhill Garrane Limerick, Courtesy of the National Archives of Ireland 
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We quickly found the marriage certificate of Patrick Casey to Bridget Enright in 1910. You will note 

her residence is listed as ‘The Union, Croom’. This was a reference to the workhouse! 

 

 

19100208 Marriage Cert Patrick Casey and Bridget Enright Limerick Croom, Image courtesy of the General Registration 

Office, Ireland 

 

Both the 1901 and 1911 Census of Ireland are free on-line with thanks to the National Archives of 

Ireland. We looked at the 1901 Census, remembering that in institutions such as workhouses the 

census only lists by initials. We found at line 74 of Croom Union Workhouse, a B.E. who was the right 

age and was born in London. The place of birth was very reassuring and shows she was a Domestic 

Servant in the workhouse.  

 

 

1901 Census Bridget Enright no 74 Croom Union Workhouse 

 

In Irish poor law, the board of guardians operated the workhouses and administered poor relief. Their 

meeting minute books offer fascinating insights into what life was like at the time. If your ancestor 

worked in a workhouse, was a supplier or an inmate, they could be mentioned in these records. You'll 

also find inmate marriage announcements, the names of orphaned children and those who asked for 

help with emigration. 
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We painstakingly examined the Croom Union Workhouse minute book, turning each page 

electronically. On 8 February 1910, there is an entry that reads: 

 

“Read letter from Bridget Enright Children’s 

Wardsmaid and Female Searcher tendering her 

resignation as she got married and stating that 

she will leave this day month. 

 

Resignation accepted – advertise for a 

successor for this day fortnight @ 4/- per week 

and second class rations.” 

 

Below are the relevant passages: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1910 Croom Union Workhouse Book BG 71 A 105 12 Aug 1909 to 17 Feb 1910 extract Page 370 Bridget Enright 

 

With further research, we found her husband Patrick Casey was born in 1870 in the same 
Workhouse in Croom, County Limerick. His mother – also called Bridget Casey - was a lone 
parent who married 10 years later to a Patrick Lysaght. Through our research we found that  
Bridget Casey nee Enright and her husband Patrick lived in Toryhill and went on to have a 
family.  

It was lovely to research an Irish workhouse family history with a happy ending.  
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The Man Who Built Libraries 
Andrew Carnegie was born in Dunfermline, Scotland, and emigrated to the United States with his 

parents in 1848 at age 12. Carnegie devoted the latter part of his life to large-scale philanthropy, with 

special emphasis on local libraries, world peace, education, and scientific research. He played a 

significant role in developing a network of libraries in Ireland that continue to provide service.  

Newspaper article courtesy of British Newspaper 
Archive: Newspaper Tenders for Carnegie Library 
Dundrum, 22 March 1913 

The Newspaper article shows the transparency of 
the tender process even if it was a known builder 
who was awarded the contract to build Dundrum 
Library in Dublin. In newspapers, we can see how 
the investment into Carnegie Libraries around 
Ireland also helped builders and other supplies.   

Andrew Carnegie started work as a telegrapher, 
and by the 1860s had investments in railroads, 
railroad sleeping cars, bridges, and oil derricks. He 
accumulated further wealth as a bond salesman, 
raising money for American enterprise in Europe. 
Later, he started a steel production company that 
soon was one of the largest in the country. 
Towards the end of the nineteenth century the 
powerful banker JP Morgan was financing the 
creation of a number of monopolies in the USA to 
lower competition and increase profits. This was 
then not illegal. One of JP Morgan’s target 
industries was steel. He created the United States 
Steel Corporation and bought all big operators. 
One of which was Carnegie Steel company, which 

he bought for $480,000,000. This made Andrew Carnegie the richest man in the USA. 

He decided to give his fortune away to all kind of good causes. One of these was libraries in English 
speaking countries. Libraries were in those days real social centres, and apart from their primary role, 
were used for concerts, dances, plays, céilís and even jumble sales. 

It is estimated Carnegie helped to create about 2,500 of them around the world. In Ireland he funded 
just over 60. One of the conditions was for the local community to raise part of the funds for the 
establishment of the library, as well as for the community to own and maintain it.  Libraries thus had 
to make money, to pay for their ongoing maintenance. There are plenty of examples of library grants 
being refused by Carnegie if the numbers did not stack up.  

To give an indication, communities had to raise about £500 to start and libraries had to make approx. 
£40 per year for maintenance. Carnegie would provide grants of approx. £1,500. These are of course 
average figures.  
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There are several Carnegie libraries still 
surviving in the area where we live, although 
many are no longer in use as a library. One 
that still is, is the library in Dundrum. It applied 
for a grant and sent plans for approval  to 
Andrew Carnegie in December 1912. (At that 
stage he was still very much hands on. A year 
later, a trust was formed to take over his 
library activities. This trust still exists in the 
United Kingdom, now called Carnegie UK 
Trust). The Dundrum application was 
successful, and Carnegie donated £1,500.  

There was obviously good money to be made with Carnegie Libraries, with some people working on 
several of them. The architect of the Dundrum library, Rudolf Maximilian Butler, also designed the 
Cabinteely, Glencullen, Sandyford and Shankill libraries. It was built by George Bower, who had also 
built Shankill.  

The Dundrum Carnegie library was opened on 19 August 1914: 

'It is of a plain but attractive appearance, and its internal arrangements create a bright yet restful 
impression.  The walls are of a soft white, and the woodwork, including the furniture has a tasteful 
shade of green. Incandescent gas lighting has been installed...On the second storey is a fine, large 
room, suitable for public gatherings.' 

As mentioned, it is still in use today as a library, although the local council has plans for a modern, new 
library in Dundrum. 

 

The Irish Raj 
 
In Ireland we all have stories about family members who emigrated and built a new life for themselves 
in a far-away country. George Thomas did the same in the 18th Century. His story is hard to beat 
though. He was born around 1756 in Roscrea, Tipperary, as the son of a poor Catholic tenant farmer. 

He ended up being a king! At least for a short while. And 
to be more precise, he wasn’t a king but a Raj.  
 
George never had an education, and it is said he never 
could read or write. His father did teach him horse-
riding though, something he seems to have excelled at, 
and which would later serve him well. He started life 
working in the docks of Youghal, Co. Cork. From there 
he was press-ganged into the British Navy. This means 
he was kidnapped and forcefully brought on board one 
of the ships, which would soon depart.  Figure 1: Tipperary 
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This was quite common, as there was a shortage 
of volunteers: life on board was hard and 
discipline severe. As soon as he had the chance 
though, George deserted. And that is how he 
found himself in India, in the city of Madras. The 
story is that he was helped by a fellow Tipperary 
man, named Kelly, who was a publican in that 
city, which is nowadays called Chennai. 
 
India in that time was not a united country. 
Instead, there were many different states, large 
and small. The Mughal empire had been 
dominant for a while, but even it only ruled the 
Northern part of modern India. And this empire had been in decline since the middle of the 18th 
Century. One up and coming power was the East India Company.  To further its commercial aims, it 
had in effect become a country in itself, governing its own territory, focussed on the rich area of 
Bengal.  
 
However, they were not the only state trying to fill the vacuum left by the disintegrating Mughal 
empire, and as a result there were almost continuous wars. In the beginning, the East India Company 
was winning almost all battles, due to superior weapons and strategy. Indian rulers would soon start 
copying both, and to help with the latter, they would hire Europeans soldiers. Such as George Thomas. 
Although at the beginning his military experience was limited, he was a fast learner and developed 
into a strong leader and successful military officer. He was first enlisted by a Polygar chief in the 
Mysore region. Then he moved to Ali Khan who was the Niszam, the title of the ruler of Hyderabad. In 
1787 he switched to Begum Samru, a woman who ruled Sardhana. Some stories say he had an 
romantic relationship with her. After 1790 he was however – in his military role - replaced by a 
Frenchman. George was thus forced to find a new employer. He found one in the form of the 
Appa Rao. When the latter died however, he decided to assemble an army for himself and take over 
the city of Hisar, where he proclaimed himself king, or Raj. This was in 1798. 
 

 
Figure 3: George Thomas 

 
He had however overreached. The Maharadja of Gwalior, one of the rulers of the Maratha 
confederation, send an army under the command of a French officer, Louis Bourquien. George’s army 
was vastly outnumbered, his 5,000 against 20,000 in Louis’ army. He surrendered on January 1, 1802. 
His time as “The Irish Raj,” had come to an end. After being held captive for a while, in 1802 he was 
allowed to leave for Ireland. He travelled together with a British Captain named Francklin to Calcutta. 

Figure 2: Madras/Chennai 
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On his way he developed a fever however and died on August 22, 1802. His memoirs were taken by 
Captain Francklin to England and later posthumously published. 
 
George left behind a wife and children. She was an Indian woman, but we only know her by her 
Christian name: Marie.  
 

 
 

Industrial Revolution & Family History 
Before the Industrial Revolution, over 80% of the European population would live in rural areas. And 

for many families this would be true well into the 20th Century. Rural families would often live in the 

same area for many generations. This continuity makes it easier to trace a family back in time, for 

example by searching the local parish books. Going page by page through these books can be tedious 

but is often very rewarding as every few years a new child, a wedding or funeral of the same family is 

recorded.  

The Industrial Revolution in the 18th and especially 19th centuries had huge effects on social, 

economic, and cultural conditions. This started in Great Britain, where by 1850 40% of people would 

live in cities; by 1900 it was over 60%. In other words: a lot of people moved. And not just within Great 

Britain; many workers would come from Ireland, especially after the Famine. If your forebears 

disappeared from their ancestral village, they might have been one of them.   

Figure 4: Factory Production in 1932 

In the cities, with so many people coming 

from different places, it can be difficult to 

find your family, especially if you are 

researching a more common name. In 

addition, we see families moving a lot within 

the city, sometimes even just to another 

street around the corner. This was because 

existence in the factories was often 

precarious; rent going unpaid meant moving 

to cheaper accommodation. And perhaps 

moving up again if things were improving.  

What you will be able to do however, in most cases, is find much more information on what their life 

would have been like.  
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Ireland and the Industrial Revolution 

As aforementioned, there were many factory workers in Great Britain who came from Ireland. But 

Ireland did also have its own Industrial Revolution. Although industrial development bypassed most 

of Ireland, Ulster was the exception. Like most products, linen had been produced domestically on 

farms. However, technical innovations meant that by the end of the eighteenth century, linen could 

be produced more cheaply in factories. Even in those days, however, the textile industry was a low-

wage one.  

As wages in Ireland were substantially lower than in England, it made sense to locate factories there. 

And because the North of the island had better infrastructure, was politically more stable and had 

good connections, it was able to attract most of the investment. 

Belfast, until then a town like many others, became the centre of the linen industry. It was so 

successful that it became one of the larges centres of linen production in the world. Belfast quadrupled 

in size between 1841 and 1901.  

An example 

Towns around Belfast profited as well, such 

as Lisburn, 13 km southwest of Belfast city 

centre, on the River Lagan. In 1784 John 

Barbour, from Scotland, established a linen 

thread works in Lisburn. In 1817 it already 

employed 122 people. It would continue to 

grow and at its height, in 1914 there were 

2,000 workers in the company, the largest 

linen thread mill in the world. 

The company even built a model village for 

its workforce in Hilden, which consisted of 

350 houses, two schools, a community hall, 

a children's playground, and a village sports 

ground. 

However, in modern times the company could no longer compete, mainly because of those wages 

again, in combination with developments in transport: improved transport technology means that 

goods can now be transported cheaply all around the world. And wages in Northern Ireland are not 

low compared to many other countries, in particular China. Employment dwindled to only 85 in 2006 

when the factory was closed. 

Of the factory only ruins are left. 

But there are also archives, 

stories and pictures to research. 

If your family where among the 

workers of this factory, they will 

provide a rich picture of how 

they lived.  

  

Figure 6: Ruins of Barbour Factory 

Figure 5: Advertisement of Barbour factory 
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Scotland – Links to Ireland 
 

When researching Irish family history, especially when looking at the top part of this isle, we often find 

links with Scotland. We jumped with joy at the recent announcement by FindMyPast of a new 

collection.  

Dating back to 1561 and spanning 450 years of Scottish history, the new collection is of Old Parish 

Registers and similar church records and contains more than 10.7 million historical documents 

chronicling baptisms, marriages, burials and more. 

 

It includes: 

• records of non-conformist churches including the Episcopal, Free Church, United Free 

Church and more, fully indexed and searchable for the first time 

• newly published 20th century records (current online collections stop at 1855) that provide 

vital details of more recent ancestors, and 

• rare ‘Irregular Marriages’ from Kirk Sessions (those not officially recorded by the parish 

registers and conducted without a ceremony). 

 

You can search the entire Scottish Collection here bit.ly/FMPScotland  

 

   

https://bit.ly/FMPScotland
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