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Céad Míle Fáilte 
2022 is proving to be another eventful and 
tumultuous year when we look across the 
globe. If we could travel forward in time, it 
would be interesting to see and hear how 
our descendants will reflect on the current 
time.  
 
Our first article goes back to another 
tumultuous year: 1916. The British 
response to the 1916 rising in Dublin left a 
lot of destruction in its wake. Property 
owners claimed compensation, and these 
records have now come online.  
 
There is some good news for adoptees, 
with a new law in Ireland on birth 
information and tracing, which is what our 
second article is about.  
 
Our newest researcher, Daniel Loftus, has 
contributed an article about an online 
database he is compiling on each mother 
and baby who died in one of the mother 
and baby homes in Ireland. 
 

We also have an article about Catherine 
Corless, an Irish historian, known for her 
work in compiling the information 
concerning the deaths of children at the Bon 
Secours Mother and Baby Home in Tuam. 

 
Our last article is about the Irish 
government’s plans for a National Centre 
for Research and Remembrance.  
 
We hope you enjoy our magazine! 

 

Jillian 
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1916 Property Losses Records 
Now online @ National Archives 

 

In Ireland, Easter 1916 is now synonymous with the rising. Although the military strategy 

behind the rising left a lot to be desired (none of the leaders was experienced in conducting 

warfare), the Irish did introduce a number of innovations in urban fighting. Rather than 

fighting from behind barricades, the rebels would occupy buildings and use the top floors to 

fire on the British troops. And by breaking through walls or tunneling would move from one 

building to the next, who would therefore have no idea where their opponents were. The 

British had no experience in fighting such a battle and resorted to shelling. High explosive 

shells did a lot of damage but were not very successful in dislodging their enemy. Therefore, 

they changed to using shells that would cause massive fires. These had the desired effect but 

were causing even more damage:  
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Dublin city centre after the rising looked as if had been in the frontline of the Great War that 

was then raging on the continent, as can be seen in the below picture that was taken from 

the National Archives’ online collection:  

http://centenaries.nationalarchives.ie/centenaries/plic/galleries.jsp#PhotoSwipe1659946708392 

 

 
 

William Martin Murphy (6 January 1845 – 26 June 1919) was an Irish businessman 

and politician. In business, he was active as a newspaper publisher (of the Irish Independent) 

and invested in the development 

of tram lines in Dublin. He was a 

also member of parliament for 

Dublin from 1885 to 1892. He 

became famous during the 1913 

Lockout, when he led the 

opposition of business people 

against the demands of the Irish 

Transport and General Workers' 

Union during a strike.  

 

In 1916 William organised a 

meeting on 8 May 1916 in the 

Mansion House in Dublin, which 

founded the “Dublin Fire and 

Property Losses Association” 

which looked for compensation 

for business and property losses 

caused by British troops.  

Irish Independent - Friday 13 October 1916 

Image © Independent News and Media PLC. Image created courtesy of THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. Source: British 

Newspaper Archives 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politician
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Transport_and_General_Workers%27_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Transport_and_General_Workers%27_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Transport_and_General_Workers%27_Union
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The lobbying was successful, as in June 

1918 the “Property Losses (Ireland) 

Committee, 1916” was established. 

Initially, this committee was only 

accepting submissions from the 

uninsured. But insurance companies 

started refusing claims as they argued 

that war damage was not covered, so 

the insured were later included as 

well.  
 

There are claims for entire buildings if 

they were completely destroyed, 

including itemized stock if they were 

business premises. There are 

however also many for personal 

items. Some include correspondence, 

police reports and even architectural 

drawings. One of the buildings destroyed was occupied by the Royal Hibernian Society and 

there are therefore claims by artists such as Jack B. Yeats (PLIC/1/738) and Sir John Lavery 

(PLIC/1/1225) for lost paintings.  

 

But most were much more mundane, such as Esther’s claim for a dress and two pairs of shoes: 
 

 
 

The individual claimant records have been digitized and are now available to search online on 

the website of the National Archives  
 

http://centenaries.nationalarchives.ie/centenaries/plic/index.jsp 
 

If you are very lucky, your ancestors might be among the claimants. But even if they don’t, 

the records do give a unique insight in how people in Dublin’s city centre in the early twentieth 

century lived.  

Irish Independent - Saturday 01 July 1916 

Image © Independent News and Media PLC. Image created 

courtesy of THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. Source: British 

Newspaper Archives  
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The Birth Information and Tracing Act 2022 
 

In the words the Irish Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 

Integration and Youth, Minister O’Gorman noted: “This historic 

legislation will provide a full and clear right of access to birth 

certificates, birth and early life information for all persons who 

were adopted, boarded out, the subject of an illegal birth registration or who otherwise have 

questions in relation to their origins.  It finally and conclusively addresses the wrongful denial 

of people's identity rights over many decades in this State.  It is important that everyone who 

may be affected by this new legislation is aware of the changes to the law and what they may 

mean for them.  The delivery of a booklet to every household is a way of ensuring that people 

will have the opportunity to read about these changes, and the new services and supports 

being made available, in the privacy of their own home and in their own time.  I want people 

to be clear on their rights under the Act and to also know that counselling and support is there 

for those who need it.” 
 

The Birth Information and Tracing Act 2022 

provides a clear right for each person to full 

access to all of his or her birth, early life, care 

and medical information.  The new law sees the 

establishment of a robust tracing service and a 

Contact Preference Register, as well as a range 

of new bespoke measures to address issues 

arising for people affected by illegal birth 

registration. A broad spectrum of counselling and support is also available on request. All of 

these services will be free of charge for applicants.  

 

The legislation will guarantee the safeguarding of important records and is thus a valuable 

foundational step in the development of the planned National Centre for Research and 

Remembrance.  

 

The Birth Information and Tracing Act 2022 is being commenced in a phased way.  At the 

beginning of July 2022, a new Contact Preference Register, operated by Adoption Authority 

of Ireland, opened for applications. This Register empowers people to record their 

preferences in relation to contact with others and the sharing and receiving of information. 

The Act provides that the Contact Preference Register must be open for a minimum period of 

3 months before applications for birth certificate and related birth information will be 

accepted. In October 2022, Information and Tracing services under the legislation will open. 

From this time, applications for records can be made to the Adoption Authority of Ireland and 

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency. 

 

You can find out more and can apply to the Contact Preference Register by visiting 
 

https://www.birthinfo.ie/ 
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Project Infant: A Place of Remembrance 
 

Article by Daniel Loftus 
 

As someone who has been doing genealogy for five years and 

knows many adoptees, one can’t begin to imagine why only 

now on June 30th, 2022 was the day that those who were 

known as illegal adoptees were given the right to access their 

information about their birth and early life.  

 

And the main places where these illegal adoptions occurred 

were mother and baby homes. For those that don’t know what 

they are, these were institutions run by the Catholic church that 

were established to support unmarried mothers who were pregnant until their baby was 

born.  

 

Unfortunately, these ‘homes’ were anything but supportive. According to the investigation 

conducted by the Commission of Investigation into mother and baby homes found that about 

9,000 children died in the 18 institutions investigated by the commission which equals about 

15% of the number of children who had gone through the homes. [1] 
 

 
 

As I did more research into these homes, it occurred to me that there was no searchable 

public database of these infants who died so I wanted to change that. Then, Project Infant 

was born! It’s an ever-growing database and permanent memorial as I add more content to 

the website. There is a page for each mother and infant that died in the homes. The end goal 

is to have a searchable database of every mother and infant that died in a mother and baby 

home allowing people to learn about the infants and mothers while also acting as a way for 

people to possibly find out what happened to members of their family. 

 

On the next page you can see an example of the information that is available on the website. 
 
[1] Source: BBC: Irish mother and baby homes: Timeline of controversy, 13 January 2021 – accessed: 3 August 

2022 
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You can visit the website at 

 

www.projectinfant.ie 

 

and follow for updates on Twitter (@Project_Infant) and Facebook (Project Infant). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.projectinfant.ie/
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Portrait of Catherine Corless 
 

A magnificent portrait of Catherine Corless, has been added to the National Gallery of Ireland 

collection: 

 
Portrait of Catherine Corless, Historian and Human Rights Activist, 2021 

Artist: Paul MacCormaic 

Oil and acrylic on canvas 

 

Catherine Corless (née Farrell; born 1954) is an Irish historian, known for her work in 

compiling the information concerning the deaths of children at the Bon Secours Mother and 

Baby Home in Tuam, Galway. After gaining an interest in local history from attending an 

evening course, Corless decided to write an article about the mother and baby home inspired 

by her own childhood memories of the institution. She spent her spare time searching records 

in libraries, churches and council offices, after which she uncovered that 796 children died in 

the home, and she identified that there were death certificates but there were no burial 

records. She has received a number of awards in recognition of her work, including a People 

of the Year Award in 2018. Following the 2020 government report on deaths and abuses at 

Mother and Baby homes, the Irish Taoiseach Micheal Martin called Corless a “tireless 

crusader of dignity and truth”. 

 

In the words of the National Gallery of Ireland, “This is the first portrait in a series with the 

working title The Vanquished Writing History. It comprises portraits of those who write 

alternative histories to counter those composed by the victorious, and who advocate on 

behalf of the poor. Paul wrote to Catherine Corless explaining the concept and she was the 

first to agree to have her portrait made. He spoke to her by phone to arrange composition 

and lighting. He visited her house and everything he wanted included was laid out. It was just 

a matter of taking the right photograph in the right space and completing the portrait in his 

studio.” 
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National Centre for Research and 

Remembrance 
 

Approval has been given to high-level 

proposals for a National Centre for 

Research and Remembrance. The 

National Centre, to be located on the site 

of the former Magdalen Laundry in Sean 

MacDermott Street in Dublin city centre, 

will stand as a National Memorial to 

honour all those who were resident in 

Mother and Baby Homes, Industrial 

Schools, Reformatories, Magdalen 

Laundries and related institutions. 

 

As a site of national conscience, the National Centre for Research and Remembrance will 

comprise: 

a) a museum and exhibition space, the development of which will be led by the National 

Museum of Ireland 

b) a research centre and repository of records related to institutional trauma in the 20th 

century which will form part of the National Archives, and 

c) a place for reflection and remembrance 

 

Contributing to the social and economic development of Dublin’s North East Inner City, the 

site will also encompass: 

d) social housing and local community facilities, and 

e) an educational and early learning facility. 

 

While physically situated in Dublin, the National Centre will be accessible for all survivors, 

whether in other parts of Ireland or abroad. It will provide digital access to records and 

exhibits, as well as developing physical presences elsewhere to enable survivors to visit more 

easily. In this way, the Centre will be a national institution which achieves both a global reach 

and strong connections to, and benefits for, the local community. 

 

One unique aspect of the central repository will be the inclusion of the personal testimonies 

of survivors; allowing the lived experiences of survivors to be formally accepted as part of the 

official record. Recognising the sensitivity of this work and the importance of respecting data 

protection and privacy rights, the processes for preserving and accessing records will be 

progressed in conjunction with survivors and relevant experts and will be supported by legal 

analysis and legislation. 

 

We will keep our readers updated on developments of this important initiative.  
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