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Céad Míle Fáilte 
2022 is proving to be another eventful and 
tumultuous year when we look across the 
globe. If we could travel forward in time, it 
would be interesting to see and hear how 
our descendants will reflect on the current 
time.  
 
Our first article goes back to another 
tumultuous year: 1916. The British 
response to the 1916 rising in Dublin left a 
lot of destruction in its wake. Property 
owners claimed compensation, and these 
records have now come online.  
 
There is some good news for adoptees, 
with a new law in Ireland on birth 
information and tracing, which is what our 
second article is about.  
 
Our newest researcher, Daniel Loftus, has 
contributed an article about an online 
database he is compiling on each mother 
and baby who died in one of the mother 
and baby homes in Ireland. 
 

We also have an article about Catherine 
Corless, an Irish historian, known for her 
work in compiling the information 
concerning the deaths of children at the Bon 
Secours Mother and Baby Home in Tuam. 

 
Our last article is about the Irish 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
for Research and Remembrance.  
 
We hope you enjoy our magazine! 

 

Jillian  
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1916 Property Losses Records 
Now online @ National Archives 

 

In Ireland, Easter 1916 is now synonymous with the rising. Although the military strategy 

behind the rising left a lot to be desired (none of the leaders was experienced in conducting 

warfare), the Irish did introduce a number of innovations in urban fighting. Rather than 

fighting from behind barricades, the rebels would occupy buildings and use the top floors to 

fire on the British troops. And by breaking through walls or tunneling would move from one 

building to the next, who would therefore have no idea where their opponents were. The 

British had no experience in fighting such a battle and resorted to shelling. High explosive 

shells did a lot of damage but were not very successful in dislodging their enemy. Therefore, 

they changed to using shells that would cause massive fires. These had the desired effect but 

were causing even more damage:  
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Dublin city centre after the rising looked as if had been in the frontline of the Great War that 

was then raging on the continent, as can be seen in the below picture that was taken from 

ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΩ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ:  

http://centenaries.nationalarchives.ie/centenaries/plic/galleries.jsp#PhotoSwipe1659946708392 

 

 
 

William Martin Murphy (6 January 1845 ς 26 June 1919) was an Irish businessman 

and politician. In business, he was active as a newspaper publisher (of the Irish Independent) 

and invested in the development 

of tram lines in Dublin. He was a 

also member of parliament for 

Dublin from 1885 to 1892. He 

became famous during the 1913 

Lockout, when he led the 

opposition of business people 

against the demands of the Irish 

Transport and General Workers' 

Union during a strike.  

 

In 1916 William organised a 

meeting on 8 May 1916 in the 

Mansion House in Dublin, which 

ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά5ǳōƭƛƴ CƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ [ƻǎǎŜǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ 

which looked for compensation 

for business and property losses 

caused by British troops.  

Irish Independent - Friday 13 October 1916 

Image © Independent News and Media PLC. Image created courtesy of THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. Source: British 

Newspaper Archives 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politician
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Transport_and_General_Workers%27_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Transport_and_General_Workers%27_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Transport_and_General_Workers%27_Union
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The lobbying was successful, as in June 

мфму ǘƘŜ άtǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ Losses (Ireland) 

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ мфмсέ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ 

Initially, this committee was only 

accepting submissions from the 

uninsured. But insurance companies 

started refusing claims as they argued 

that war damage was not covered, so 

the insured were later included as 

well.  
 

There are claims for entire buildings if 

they were completely destroyed, 

including itemized stock if they were 

business premises. There are 

however also many for personal 

items. Some include correspondence, 

police reports and even architectural 

drawings. One of the buildings destroyed was occupied by the Royal Hibernian Society and 

there are therefore claims by artists such as Jack B. Yeats (PLIC/1/738) and Sir John Lavery 

(PLIC/1/1225) for lost paintings.  

 

.ǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƳǳƴŘŀƴŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 9ǎǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻŜǎΥ 
 

 
 

The individual claimant records have been digitized and are now available to search online on 

the website of the National Archives  
 

http://centenaries.nationalarchives.ie/centenaries/plic/index.jsp 
 

If you are very lucky, your ancestors might be among the claimants. .ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ 

the records do give a ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ 5ǳōƭƛƴΩǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ 

century lived.  

Irish Independent - Saturday 01 July 1916 

Image © Independent News and Media PLC. Image created 

courtesy of THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. Source: British 

Newspaper Archives  












